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the and the 


The use the word “leper”, and less extent the word “leprosy”, 


unjustifiable. best abolish both would too difficult away 
with one alone. The word too often associated with all which 
horrible, repulsive and loathsome used reference one our fellow 
men. change this custom will require educational campaign such 
was carried out against the words “consumptive” and applied 


victims tuberculosis. 


felt that the use the name Hansen’s disease replace leprosy would 


answer the purpose could universally adopted. 


One the reasons that many patients with arrested disease prefer 
remain under Uncle Sam’s protection that they not wish face the 
unreasonable prejudice the cruel public, prone treat them outcasts. 
The existence our great and free country this injustice our fellow man 


with this disease indicates lack understanding among civilized people. 


There thus crying need for the education the general public the 


true nature Hansen’s disease, that the groundless fear may abolished. 
G.H. 
Medical Officer Charge (1940-1947) 
Carville, Louisiana 
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Whats New 


New Surgeon General 


Dr. Luther Terry Rockville, 
Md., has been named Surgeon General 
the Public Health Service 
President John Kennedy. The PHS 
functions under the Department 
Health, Education, and Welfare. 

Dr. Terry, who succeeds Dr. Leroy 
Burney, steps into his new post from 
the National Heart Institute, one the 
government’s major medical research 
facilities where was assistant direc- 
tor. distinguished physician, Dr. Ter- 
was also member the faculty 
the Johns Hopkins University Medical 
School. 

Dr. Terry was born Red Level, 
Ala., 1911. was graduated from 
Birmingham-Southern College 
Tulane University Medical School 
1935. 


New Laboratory Equipment 


The Carville laboratory being ex- 
tensively remodeled accommodate two 
new pieces equipment significance, 
neither which yet operation but 

One these unit for flourescent 
microscopy, using dark-field illumina- 
tion, for antibody studies, using floures- 
cein-tagged globulin made the chem- 
istry department from patient 

The other the time-lapse photog- 
raphy equipment. This consists 
microscope with moving-picture cam- 
era attached its eye-piece outlet, and 
incubator built around the micro- 
scope. thus possible, using living 
cells bacterial cell cultures, 
study growth visually and directly. The 
illumination from bright source, 
and drive mechanism will take 
ture 16-mm film every sec- 
onds, according needs, that the 
film itself shows the movements and 
reproductions cells and bacteria, 
greatly speeded up, exactly the opposite 
slow-motion moving pictures. The 
microscopy involves the use high-con- 
trast phase. Two units have been or- 
dered from the Emdeco Company 
Houston, Texas, one using inverted 
and the other upright microscope. 


New Housekeeping Section 


The new housekeeping section this 
hospital, which has been the plan- 
ning stage for long time, will acti- 
vated early March. The section will 
headed Joseph Broussard, 
formerly charge the patients’ laun- 
dry. Mr. Broussard presently the 
Staten Island PHS Hospital, New York, 
observe their housekeeping operation. 


January-February 1961 


According Mrs. Clara Gilmore, 
Personnel Officer, “The housekeeping 
section will have responsibility for clean- 
ing most parts the hospital. There 
will change the areas presently 
being cleaned the janitorial help; 
supervision only will changed. Es- 
tablishment the section will have the 
effect placing all responsibility for 
cleaning under one person instead 
several section heads, present. The 
section will under the General Ser- 
vices Section organizationally, 
line with the generally accepted organi- 
zation used hospitals, thus freeing 
the Nursing Staff they may devote 
more time patient care activities.” 


hope the bacillus well. 

Miss Wrinkle’s assistant the Bac- 
teriology Section, Miss Rita Sanchez 
Morganza, La., reported here for duty 
mid-January. The youthful Miss San- 
chez will receive her bacteriology 
August from the University South- 
western Louisiana, Lafayette. 


New Communication System 


tion service, complete with switchboard, 
will soon operation the lower 
floor the Infirmary, near the en- 
trance. receptionist will duty 
during the regular work week. The 
growth the rehabilitation and health 


Trying know you, trying know all about you (the baffling old Hansen bacillus) 


the Laboratory’s new bacteriologist Miss Carolyn Wrinkle (right) and her assist- 


ant, Miss Rita Sanchez. 
New Bacteriology Section 


Emphasis Carville’s recently inten- 
sified basic research program Han- 
sen’s disease has been pointed the 
establishment Bacteriology Section 
the Laboratory Branch. Miss Carolyn 
Wrinkle, McKenzie, ar- 


‘rived here January head this sec- 


tion. Miss Wrinkle 
with degree from University 
Tennessee and Master’s from Ohio 
University. She came here from 
the Center, Va., 
she has had considerable experience 
her specialized field. She has worked 
the CDC Unit Atianta, among 

She particularly interested acid- 
bacteria. What better place than 
Carville cultivate that interest, and 


education programs have multiplied 
the number individual visitors and 
visiting professional groups point 
which requires special attention re- 
ceiving and directing them. 

The receptionist will receive and ans- 
wer inquiries concerning 
ried the hospital and will direct 
visitors the appropriate parts the 
hospital. Arranging for patient-conduct- 
tours for casual visitors, issuing 
passes, and paging staff the inter- 
communication system are other func- 
tions which will included the re- 
sponsibilities the The re- 
ceptionist will place and receive all of- 
ficial telephone calls for the station, 
both local and long distance, 
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Delving into statistics usually 
the beginning new year, THE 
STAR asked Dr. John Trautman, 
Chief the Clinical Branch this 
hospital, “How many patients pro- 
gressed from active arrested cases 
board examinations during the calen- 
dar year 1960?” Dr. Trautman replied, 
“We are the process evaluating 
the criteria concerning disease arrest 
and inactivity. Because this, the 
board examinations which were form- 
erly held cases with consecutive 
negative smears have not been held 
all cases. addition, certain these 
patients, although negative skin 
smears continue show other signs 
activity, and thus board was held. 
Any statement regarding the number 
patients who have become arrested, 
released this time, would mislead- 
ing.” However, told that active 
cases became inactive during 1960, but 
previously considered arrested became 
active 1960. (In 1959, cases pro- 
gressed from active arrested cases, 
two reactivated, and 1958, were 
pronounced arrested.) 

Seventeen patients left the hospital 
during the calendar year 1960 either 
arrested inactive cases. 

Nineteen patients received “so-called 
‘medical and returned 
their homes continue treatment un- 
der private physician clinic 
during the calendar year 1960. these, 
two were readmitted and subsequently 
discharged again the same basis. 
actuality then, patients received 
medical discharge. These patients re- 
turned their homes in: California, 
Louisiana, Texas, Florida, Wash- 
ington, Michigan, and Puerto Ri- 
co; 

Sixteen patients left the hospital 
gainst medical advice 1960, and 
addition, went AWOL, (“left through 
tients died 1960, this number, 
died New Orleans, where they had 
been sent for surgery other special 
procedures. (In only case, 
disease, per se, was the cause death.) 


Admissions and Deaths 


Eighty-five patients were admitted 
the hospital 1960. this number 
were readmissions. (Some patients 
were readmitted several times, but each 
readmission recorded.) Four patients 
admitted this hospital 1960 were 
found not have Hansen’s disease. 

The patient population January 
1961, was 283. this number 
were considered arrested board 
examination and inactive, but these 
cases elected remain the hospi- 


tal. (THE STAR, January-February 
1960 reported that the 281 patients 
here January 1960, were considered 
arrested cases board examination 
and inactive.) inactive patient 
one whose case has been arrested for 
long time. 


Treatment 


Treatments for Hansen’s disease, per 
se, other than sulfone therapy instituted 
here 1960 were: Tapazole (see page 
9), Etisul (by inunction) and Ciba 
1906 (DPT). Ciba 1906 
during the last few months 1959. Ad- 
ditional patients were placed 
medication 1960. There are current- 
patients Ciba 1906 alone and 
patients Ciba plus one the sul- 
fones. 

However, sulfone therapy still re- 
mains the “treatment choice” here. 
With patients Promin (by intra- 
venous injection); Diasone, oral, 145; 
Sulphetrone only, Promacetin, and 
DDS (the parent sulfone), 12, 


Rehabilitation (Reconstructive Hand 
Surgery and Plastic Surgery) 


Seven patients 
hand surgery 1960, six had ulnar 
nerve decompression transplantation 
procedures, and four had reconstructive 
surgery, lower extremity. 

Plastic surgery, especially for cosme- 
tic reasons, presently performed 
the PHS Hospital New Orleans, but 
formed Carville patient. an- 
ticipated that plastic surgery clinic 
will instituted the not too dis- 
tant future. 


Staff, Personnel and Patient Employees 


This hospital has 243 Civil Service 
employees, commissioned officers 
the Public Health Service phy- 
sicians, dentist, Ph. microbiolo- 
gist, health educator, physical ther- 
apists, occupational therapists, and 
administrative officer) medical con- 
sultants and recreational consultants 
(music and 

addition there are patients em- 
ployed regularly the hospital and 
about patients extra relief work- 
ers. 


series conferences Hansen’s 
disease was held December the 
University Cincinnati, College 
Medicine, Department Dermatology, 
Dr. Leon Goldman, Professor Der- 
matology. The conferences were con- 
ducted Dr. Trujillo 
Mexicali. 


Pioneer Sulfone Therapist, 


Guy Faget, 


Physician- Humanitarian 


The meaningful statement the late 
Dr. G.H. Faget, appearing the cover 
this issue, was taken from the tenth 
and concluding article series written 
especially for THE STAR Dr. Faget 
1943. seems especially appropriate 
reprint the statement this time. 
shows that -the scientist who made 
the greatest contribution the treat- 
ment Hansen’s disease date was 
equally great his superior under- 
standing the human side this pro- 
blem. 


From the time THE STAR was re- 
born September, 1941 (by coincidence 
THE STAR began again the same 
year which sulfone therapy was ini- 
tiated) Dr. Faget believed what 
were trying do. was with 
our efforts promote scientific and 
kinder name for this disease, rather 
than the traditional stigmatic one. 
was frequent contributor our pages, 
even the mimeograph days. Our De- 
cember 1941 issue carried his hopeful 
article titled “Courage”, and today, 
but then even moreso, with that quality 
mind, the battle was half won. “Let 
have courage the patients must 
realize that every new experimental 
treatment which being tried step 
forward. This true, whether the ex- 
periment complete failure par- 
tial success. Some day the right solution 
will discovered; and each past ex- 
perimental treatment clue this 
solution.” Dr. Faget once called THE 
STAR spark the dark,” and said, 
keep burning and hope will 
serve light other beacons until 
the whole world will 
with the truth.” 

The cover THE STAR (July 1944) 
presented original poem Dr. Fa- 
get. titled the poem, Doctor’s 
Prayer.” The last stanza strictly reveals 
the spirit the man whom many 
owe much. 


“Bestir heart that impart 
Sweet solace ply art, 
Direct feet thru the right street 
With confidence fate meet. 
Give the grace and zeal face 
Defeats and trials the race; 

And when ’tis o’er life’s closed 
the door 

Then grant rest for evermore. 
With these brave tomb 
engrave: 

‘While had life his best 


2393 


gave’. 
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Twenty Years Sulfone Therapy 


The patient bared his arm for 
intravenous injection clear, watery- 
like solution. small group other 
patients looked waiting their turn 
for injection the same experimen- 
tal medication. The place was the 
Public Health Service Hospital here 
Carville, the day March 10, and the 
year, 1941. The solution was drug 
known under the trade name Promin 
dipthenyl sulfone N,N’- 
dextrose sodium sulfonate) product 
the Parke-Davis Research Labora- 
tories. This historic event, under the 
direction Dr. Guy Faget, marked 
the beginning new era the treat- 
ment Hansen’s disease sulfone thera- 
Since that day this form therapy 
has become the treatment choice the 
world over, including DDS, diamino- 
diphenyl-sulfone, the parent substance, 
and addition Promin, other DDS 
derivatives, such diasone, sulphe- 
trone, etc., have come into use, DDS 
mass treatment scale many 
countries. 

Sulfone therapy has now been use 
Carville for about years, longer 
than any other place the world, 
and this seems the proper time not only 
record this fact but evaluate treat- 
ment results here, both subjectively 
from the patient’s viewpoint, and ob- 
jectively from various reports issued 
the past two decades. However, have 
been told Dr. John Trautman, the 
chief our Clinical Branch, 
are number other problems associ- 
ated with obtaining meaningful stat- 
istical analysis the treatment results, 
and quite likely that these will not 
obtainable for some years come.” 
From the viewpoint cautious 
scientist, Dr. Trautman right, 
course, but, fools rush in, etc., etc., etc. 

The above constitutes rough draft 
the opening paragraphs article, 
“Twenty Years Sulfone Therapy,” 
which the writer was preparing for the 
January-February STAR, and 
sure could that you will find 
the title listed “in this must 
have forgotten Bobby Burns’ immortal 
lines about “the best laid plans,” for 
due circumstances beyond our con- 
trol, find cannot complete the 
article within the time our deadline. 
slapped together, and the delay, (we 
will give time assemble and digest 
authoritative material, well dis- 
cuss the subject with more patients, the 
people most vitally concerned. are 
sorry fell flat our left arm 
resultant fracture, “exquisitely, 
cruciatingly, agonizingly painful,” ‘to 
borrow line from our Pardonnons 
nous. 
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From Grave Gay From Lively Severe 


Death Dear and Loyal Friend 

The flag near the entrance this 
hospital was flown half mast Feb. 
out respect Watson Miller 
whose interest Carville patients back 
the early Thirties and continuing 
through long years governmental 
service was major factor bringing 
about many the constructive changes 
here. 

Mr. Miller died his home Wash- 
ington, and was buried Ar- 
lington Cemetery, Feb. 15. Mr. Miller 
survived his widow and son, 
Watson Miller, Jr. The Patients’ 
Federation, the Spann Post 188, 
American Legion, and its Auxiliary, 
and THE STAR, all sent messages 
sympathy. 

fitting memorial tribute Watson 
Miller will appear early issue 
THE STAR. 

Street Scene 

Soon after her graduation from. the 

Newport, School for Nurses and 


Simmons College where she received 


certificate public health nursing, 
Miss Elsa Nelson, Carville’s blonde, 
blue-eyed Health Educator, accepted 
position staff nurse with the Visiting 
Nurse Association Boston. 

profile Miss Nelson, appearin 
the Health Officers’ NEWS DIGEST, 
she recalls with amusement, one her 
first experiences young nurse 
making the rounds her district late 
one wintry afternoon. her blue pub- 
lic health nurse’s uniform, she was 
stopped inebriate who, recogniz- 
ing her nurse, demanded aspirin 
help restore his equilibrium. Re- 
fusing accept her explanation that 
she had none, threatened start 
removing his clothes and continue until 
she produced some. 

succession, his coat, tie and shirt 
came off, while crowd gathered. When 
was peeling off his undershirt the 
growing circle interested onlookers, 
she opened her bag and exposed all 
the contents prove she had aspi- 
rin, then quickly fled avoid further 

Good Neighbors 


The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
212 White Castle, La., just across the 
river from this hospital, live and 
progressive group with special inter- 
est Carville. The Auxiliary sponsors 
weekly radio broadcast over Station 
KEVL, and the program Feb. 
stressing rehabilitation, presented some 
excellent information about Carville 
and gave puff THE STAR. 


Reunion Tokyo 

Two old Carville hands recently met 
Kyoto, Japan, Sister Hilary Ross and 
Dr. Daniel Riordan. Dr. and Mrs. 
Riordan flew Tokyo from India, 
where took part surgical reha- 
bilitation conference. Dr. Riordan tele- 
phoned Sister Hilary from Tokyo and 
arranged for the meeting Kyoto. 
Sister Hilary says, “We had one grand 
visit.” 

New Books 


Graham Greene’s Burnt-Out Case 
(Viking) Book-of the Month Club 
dual selection for March. have not 
read the book yet, but understand 
about priest “an African leper 
colony.” 

NEWSWEEK captioned its review 
Mr. Greene’s newest novel the 
Lepers Are.” The NEWSWEEK review 
loaded with the objectionable word, 
and doubt the book too impact, 
you know, and one can 
certain that Hollywood will film it, 
from the reviews, say contains 


everything, including, course, plenty 
violence. 


Plaque Fighters Herman Styler 
(Chilton), report the present 
status some the scourges that af- 
lict mankind; among others: Bubonic 
plague, malaria, typhus, yellow fever, 
syphilis, cholera, leprosy, smallpox, 
polio and influenza. hope gives 
so-called leprosy better break than 
Baron’s opus. 

Staff Chaff Triple 


The Editor THE STAR was re- 
cently notified that he’d been appointed 
honorary Colonel the staff 
Gov. Jimmie Davis Louisiana. 
was similarly honored Gov. Robert 
Kennon and Gov. Earl Long. His 
friend, Attorney General Jack Gremilli- 
on, appointed the Editor honor- 
ary attorney general his staff. 

The Editor has reminded his staff 
spell his title Colonel and not kernel, 
inner soft part nut.” 

Patient Returns College 


Tin Moe, from Burma, who has been 
patient this hospital for over year 
and half, has been discharged and left 
Jan. re-enter college Rolla, 
Mo., where will complete his work 


his B.S. degree chemical engi- 
neering. 


THE STAR mailed second class 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving, 
giving both old and new address. 
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Oregon Teacher Says ‘Ben Hur’ Film 
Sets Back Facts About So-Called Leprosy 
For Another 1,000 Years 


“The fear and disgust that were gen- 
erated will probably set back the facts 
about the disease for another 1,000 


This, the reaction Eugene, 
Oregon, teacher the handling the 
“leper” sequences the front-running 
movie “Ben Hur.” Unintentionally, the 
teacher, Benton Rotstein, has answered 
question which THE STAR put 
several movie reviewers since the film 
first appeared. The question put 
them mail was this: 


“Would you, result seeing the 
motion picture, told that case 
so-called leprosy has been diagnosed 
your community envision that person 
being the same condition those 
depicted 


Not one the reviewers has respond- 
any way, probably because they 
fear the movie industry. THE STAR 
did not question Rather 
made his statement spontaneously 
letter the editor the Eugene, Ore., 
REGISTER-GUARD December 
“As the story the lepers unfolded, 
true for that time, could hear little 
child ask what was, and the parent 
telling that ‘it was horrible catching 
sickness that you would get you just 
came near person’ and adding the 
tone revulsion, fear and untruths.” 


theater intermission revealed the same 
ignorance that was guilty until 
years ago when and wife visited 
the leprosarium Carville, La. ...We 
spent some two hours walking with, 
talking to, and shaking hands with the 
patients Carville.” 


Other visitors who have been Car- 
ville have gotten the same reaction 
“Ben Hur,” all which supports THE 
STAR’s contention months ago that 
the movie’s handling the busi- 
ness erroneously equates the disease 
called leprosy today with the disease 
the same name the Bible. 


find further support for this 
editorial which appeared 
Utica, N.Y., OBSERVER-DISPATCH 
December 30. The well-intentioned com- 
ment begins with this: “Viewers that 
praise-worthy motion picture ‘Ben Hur’ 
may have thought the leprosy scenes 
were something out the past. 


seldom hear much about leprosy any 
more. The belief widespread that 
while exists, modern sanitation and 
treatments have dealt tremendous 
blow.” 


Proceeding, the editorial points out 
that, according the Leonard Wood 
Memorial Foundation, there are today 
cases leprosy the world. 


Clearly, the editorial draws parallel 
the disease the Bible and 
the disease today. Like the movie 
itcelf, the editorial fails make the very 
distinction between the two. 


should not necessary say so, 
rosy the Bible and the disease to- 
day are not the same mere whim. 
THE STAR bases its contention the 
word recognized medical authorities 
such Dr. Robert Cochrane, Dr. 
Tas, Dr. Lendrum and others. 


How that modern-day people are 
misled they are Ben Hur? The 
answer simplicity itself. Comparatively 
few doctors, institution, 
cation save THE STAR, makes any 
sustained effort end the medical ap- 
and the word spawns 
“leper,’ today’s mycobacterial dis- 
ease. Most people acquire their under- 
standing childhood from the 
Bible. Seldom lifetime does the 
average individual encounter 
formation which would dispel this mis- 
information, 


THE STAR tries, true, but think 
the people reached our educational 
program alongside the millions and mil- 
who have seen and will see “Ben 
comparison. 


All this boils down this essence. 
Relatively few, except those who suffer 
the hands this misnomer, are great- 
interested doing anything about it. 
The medical world bows tradition. 
Missionaries, with few notable excep- 
tions, prefer the word leprosy 
handmaiden because they make 
the money roll in. The motion picture 
industry doesn’t burden itself with 
sense responsibility and shares the 
same view most missionaries. THE 
STAR cares, but finds itself David 
would without his slingshot, against 
Goliath. 


STAR’s Encyclopedia Project 


Still Rolling 


THE efforts update and 
make more accurate the information 
so-called leprosy current 
pedias continues bear plump, juicy 
fruit. 

Mr. Donald Stewart, Assistant Editor, 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, has sent 
THE STAR copy the new Britan- 
nica article written Dr. Charles 
Carpenter, Chairman the Department 
Infectious Diseases the University 
informed scientist aand has written 
good article which the Britannica was 
kind enough THE STAR read. 


This the happy result communi- 
cations between THE STAR and the 
Britannica since 1958. One the happi- 
est results all that the Britannica 
has included THE STAR 
ography other sources recommend- 
reading. The only cloud the hori- 
zon this case the inclusion the 
same bibliography Dr. A.L. Baron’s 
book, Man Against Germs, which 
issue. 


The venerable Britannica 
commended highly for this statement 
which appeared the copy sent 
STAR. 


“Because its stigmatic and deroga- 
tory connotations, the use the word 
‘leper’ undesirable and 
avoided, the word consumptive 
which has long been abandoned. With 
its abandonment there has been 
realistic acceptance the minds both 
the patient and the public clearly 
detined clinical entity amenable 
treatment. This distinction not sim- 
ply somatic nicety, but definite step 
towards acceptance without hysteria 
both the public and the patient sim- 
ply another disorder that requires medi- 
cal attention.” 


This one the outgrowths THE 
STAR’s efforts. one the most 
significant gratifying. 


The McGraw-Hill Book Co., publish- 
ers the McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia 
Science and Technology, wrote 
STAR after seeing article the 
MEDICAL TRIBUNE about our cam- 
paign improve encyclopedia material 
so-called leprosy. 


They sent along copy their arti- 
cle, written Dr. Gardner Middle- 
brook, Director Research and Labora- 
tories, National Jewish Hospital, Den- 
ver, Colo., which found superi- 
or. 
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Director Orthopaedic Surgery, Christian Medical College, Vellore, India, and 
William Jay Schieffelin Sanatorium, 


Apathy and Despair 


leprosy the most important re- 
habilitation task the preservation 
the personality, the maintenance 
morale. This does not mean that the pa- 
tient necessarily needs entertainment 
diversionary therapy. Film shows and 
variety entertainments may help make 
man less conscious his misery; far 
better thing remove the basic cause 
his misery. His despair not due 
the disease; due segregation from 
his family and friends and feeling 
that useless and unwanted. 


The antidote have continued 
contact with his family and work 
whole time productive job. Expert 
committees the World Health Organi- 
sation have pointed out that compulsory 
segregation poor policy for the eradi- 
cation the disease. only drives pa- 
increases their danger the public. 


Even when hospitalisation may for 
time advisable during acute phases 
the disease, social workers must make 
their business keep patients 
touch with their families and prepare 
for their return. 


Leprosy patients are rarely ill enough 
off work for long. They thrive 
better and recover more quickly they 
are busy job. they cannot 
advised work the outside world, they 
should provided with work 
sheltered industry craft-training 
centre, where they will have regular 
hours, regular pay, and the prospect 
employment similar trade their 
discharge. 


Too often assumed that reha- 
bilitation should begin only after cure 
the disease. some diseases that se- 
quence may logical. the case 
leprosy most the psychological harm 
done the first few months after the 
diagnosis made. then that despair 
strikes. then that the 
whole world crumbles away. then 
that begins feel persecuted and 
feel that effort worthwhile. That 
the root apathy, and root 
that deepens and ramifies widely. Re- 
habilitation must start the day 
social worker can introduce the patient 
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the new world that for such short 
time must replace his old, until 
ready return, freshly equipped, and 
with warm welcome awaiting him. 


terrible realise that millions 
men and women have for years been 
condemned isolation and misery, 
when the means for their restoration 
family and home and job have been 
available. Surgical reconstruction would 
have been effective long ago, before the 
era the new antileprosy drugs, and 
would have made possible for patients 
with burnt-out and noninfectious lep- 
rosy resume normal lives. 


The Great Question 


Why that, while are applying 
the known technics reconstruction 
and rehabilitation the paralysis 
poliomyelitis, nerve injuries, and 
deformities from burns, the patient 
with leprosy having similar paralysis 
and deformity has been left out? 


not because special difficulty. 
not believe that because the 
medical profession afraid the dis- 
ease. because leprosy not thought 
disease all. simply does not 
enter the mind the average medical 
specialist that leprosy has anything 
with him. Leprosy still curse 
rather than disease. the field 
the missionary the doctor who has 
chosen dedi cate his life 
lepers”. The very dedication necessary 
for this work has involved separation 
the worker from his colleagues and 
from the current stream advancing 
medical science. 


The leprosy control schemes the 
World Health Organisation and most 
governments are based nonmedical 
personnel, specially trained for the job 
detection and treatment this one 
disease only. The treatment they 
only that mass distribution one 
effective drug. The doctors who organ- 
ize and supervise these schemes are 
specialists public health and epidemi- 
ology rather than internal medicine 
surgery. Opthalmologists, neurolo- 
gists, plastic surgeons, physiotherapists, 
and orthopaedic surgeons are not called 
advise treat the crying compli- 
cations that are the real disaster 
otherwise rather mild disease. true 


that many control schemes ave areas 
where specialists are not available, but 
this pattern true even where special- 
ists and medical colleges are actively 
work every other disease. 


Programme for Rehabilitation 


Until the medical profession edu- 
cated, how can expect education 
the public effective? While medi- 
cal colleges exclude residual leprosy 
deformities from their reconstructive 
surgical units, how will the public be- 
lieve that these patients may home 
and take job? The best education 
demonstration. 


International agencies must help 
establish reconstruction 
tation units the medical colleges 
leprosy-endemic countries. few good 
units will serve training centres and 
platforms for propaganda. Not only 
will they train surgeons 
therapists for work leprosy, but they 
will put leprosy into its 
spective for the new generations medi- 
cal men and specialists related fields. 
They will also awaken interest re- 
search workers who will welcome new 
disease for investigation. 


Excerpted from the 
Month” REHABILITATION LIT- 
ERATURE, August, 1960. 


BRACES TODAY (October 1960), 
monthly newsletter issued the Pope 
Foundation, Inc., Kankekee, Illinois, 
devotes page and half discus- 
sion “Leprosy Deformities Yield 
The material was based 
Dr. Brand’s article REHABILITA- 
TION LITERATURE. 


Hon. Luther Hodges, former Govern- 
North Carolina, and the new 
Secretary Commerce, has number 
extra-curricular jobs, among them, 
serves the Layman’s Committee 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 


LOUIS 
General Merchants 


Carville, Louisiana 


Dry Goods, Hardware, 
Fancy Groceries 


Convenient, Courteous Service 
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Pictorial Exibit 
Arlington Bensel, M.D., 
Orange, New Jersey. 


The visual pictorial method util- 
clinical characteristics Hansen’s dis- 
ease. photographic method estab- 
lished and apparatus designed which 
utilizes single camera and single lens 
system for taking 
graphs. The Stereobar, whose mechani- 
cal features follow this principle 
rotation about the object, utilized 
for the close, highly 
photographs. The slides this exhibit 
vividly portray the fine details the 
dermatologic lesions Hansen’s dis- 
ease. This considered important 
the author for the following reasons: 


The world wide incidence Han- 
sen’s disease high, but diminishing. 
rough estimate between and 
million cases throughout the world. 
Estimates from reliable sources are 
high million cases South India 
alone. Because certain misconceptions 
about Hansen’s disease there are proba- 
bly many cases hiding. The term, 
Hansen’s disease, used the author. 
Other terminology does little more than 
label the patient with odious name, 
and our primary concern, physicians, 
help the patient, not drive him 
despair social ostracism through ill 
advised use names. When this dis- 
ease conquered the social stigma, too, 
will disappear, has been the case with 
syphilis, poliomyelitis 


2.The United States incidence Han- 
sen’s disease low, however, sporadic 
cases occur. difficult for the 
physician non-endemic areas diag- 
nose Hansen’s disease, because un- 
familiarity with the disease. Increased 
travel from endemic non-endemic 
makes this aspect the problem 
significant. The relatively 
dence Puerto Rico should make the 
United States physicians more conscious 
the incipient and early lesions 
disease. Increased modern 
travel all parts the world will 
amplify this problem. 


Basic research needed elimi- 
nate this disease. The efforts the 
Leonard Wood Foundation, the United 
States Public Health Service, the Na- 
tional Institute Pathology, 
newly activated research laboratory 
Baltimore are commendable. The pres- 
ent status chemotherapy compara- 
syphilis two decades ago. The sul- 


fones and steroids have done much and 
therapy greatly improved minimize 
the once dreaded Lucio phenomenon 
and acute lepra reaction. Research 
microbiology, physiologic chemistry 
imunology, pathology, orthopedics, oph- 
thalmology, dermatology well con- 
trolied clinical therapy necessary. 


The clinical features are presented 
detailed photography with the hope 
that this will help raise high index 
clinical suspicion among United States 
physicians Hansen’s disease. However, 
most important the author’s 
pinion that mention the suspected 
made the patient until the 
diagnosis and plan management 
established. There are many conditions 
which can simulate Hansen’s disease. 
important prove the diagnosis by: 

The presence anesthesia 

The identification leprae 

Interpretation immunological re- 
action. 

For detailed study refer Dr. Coch- 
rane’s text (Leprosy Prac- 
tice, Edited Dr. Robert Cochrane, 
John Wright Sons, Ltd., Bristol, Eng- 
land, the the Williams Wil- 
kins, Co., Baltimore.) 


Note: The pictorial exhibit Han- 
sen’s disease was presented Dr, Ben- 
sel the American 
tion meeting Miami June where 
won award the Dermatology 
Section. request has been made that 
presented again April the 
Academy General Practice Miami 
Beach. 

Some the photographs the ex- 
hibit are from Carville through the 
cooperation Dr. Johnwick. The 
rest are from South 
tient identifiable with these pictures 
used for teaching purposes only. The 
photographs are available physicians, 
nurses professional people for 
teaching purposes only, from John 
Geraci, Livingston, New Jersey, the pho- 
iographer who cooperated with Dr. Ben- 
sel preparing the exhibit, from 
Dr. Arlington Bensel, 462 Harrison 
Street, Orange, 

Dr. Bensel’s exhibit, like the PHS 
film, “Recognition made 
bution early diagnosis, and early 
diagnosis and prompt treatment are still 
the heart the problem. Just how im- 
dex clinical suspicion can realized 
from the fact that the average patient 
admitted Carville has had the disease 
for four five years more before 
correct diagnosis was Patients tell 


going from doctor doctor and be- 
ing diagnosed for everything under the 
sun except Hansen’s disease. Some 
the best clinics the country have 
blundered. 


the other hand, almost every 
year, several patients are sent Car- 
ville physicians and after arrival 
here, found that the patient does 
not have Hansen’s disease, but another 
illness. This does not occur often, but 
does happen. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Loan Collection Histologic Slides 
Study Center has prepared loan col- 
lection histologic slides illustrating 
the various pathologic changes 
rosy. illustrated set protocols 
the cases from which the lesions were 
obtained accompanies the set slides. 
These may obtained, without charge, 
three-week loan basis patholo- 
gists and dermatologists. Application 
should made the Medical Officer 
Charge, U.S. Public Health Service 
chives Pathology, Chicago, Au- 
gust, 1960. 


SEMINARS 


The Health Education Section, under 
the direction Miss Elsa Nelson, held 
one-day seminars here October and 
November for the following groups: 
nurses from Booker 
Washington Vocation School, Oct. 28; 
Public Health Nurses from LSU School 
Medicine, Nov. 16; students from 
Communicable Disease Nursing class 
Charity Hospital, Nov. 18; students 
from Touro Infirmary School Nurs- 
ing, Nov. 23; nurses from the Division 
Nursing, Dillard University, Dec.6; 
Agramonte Pre-Medical Society, Loyola 
University, Dec. all New Orleans: 
nurses from University Mississippi 
Medical Center, School Nursing, 
Jackson, Miss., Nov. 11, students from 
the Dept. Bacteriology, University 
Southwestern Louisiana, Lafayette, 
La., Nov. and students from the 
Vocational Technical School, Baton 
Rouge, Dec. 19. 


The first seminar held here the 
New Year was for group student 
nurses from Mercy Hospital, New Or- 
leans, Jan. 20. Other groups here 
January were: students from the Na- 
Honorary Medical Technology 
Society, Beta Epsilon Upsilon, Loyola 
University, New Orleans, Jan. 27, and 
Nurses Association group, Jan. 
28. 
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Educational Program So-called Leprosy 


Setback from Nation’s Foremost Science Groups 


This 1961, the year which great 
many things are expected happen; 
one the best them from our point 
view the removal Dr. A.L. Bar- 
on’s book, Man Against Germs from 
the catalog the Traveling High School 
Science Library. 

this happens, will good 
thing. The sooner the better, for much 
harm has already been done the 


book’s chapter so-called leprosy, 


led Unclean Germ.” 

Last year THE STAR launched 
effort get the book and its objection- 
able chapter removed from the science 
library, circulated 1,700 high schools 
the U.S. and Canada. failed 
this and were informed Mr. Hil- 
ary Deason, Director the Science 
Library Program, who agreed with- 
draw the book only after the present 
stock the catalog exhausted. This 
because the magnitude his operation 
said. 

Mr. Deason’s reasoning drew this re- 
sponse from Dr. Ira Hirschy, Direc- 
tor the Division Hansen’s Disease 
the State Board Health, Hawaii, 
sorry see those who are 
charge information that goes our 
youth more concerned about the smooth 
operation catalog system than about 
the correctness information available 
them. The wheels progress turn 
slowly and they must turn their allotted 
number spite obsolescence.” 

asked Mr. Deason and think 
reasonably, that the Traveling High 
School Science Library insert each 
medical authority and stating that the 
chapter so-called leprosy “inaccu- 
rate the management the patients 
Carville, the description leprosy 
and drug effectiveness,” these being the 
very words used Dr. Edgar John- 
wick, Medical Officer Charge Car- 
ville, after reading the chapter. 

Mr. Deason has not had the courtesy 
even respond this reasonable re- 
quest. Why mystery because THE 
STAR offered provide the printed 
material its own cost. Nor did 
provide THE STAR with the list 
schools which the Baron book was 
available requested. had hoped 
send. each school copy THE 
STAR carrying our review the chap- 
ter Baron’s book. 

the only letter have received 
Mr. Deason—the one which 
refused withdraw the book immedi- 
ately—he said had obtained reports 
from various members the medical 
profession and that they found ob- 
jection the chapter except that 
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does not take cognizance recent de- 
velopments. His medical men—whom 
did not name—must not very well 
informed themselves, for the chapter 
shot through with pure bunk. 

Dr. Baron apparently went lot 
trouble describe leprosy the 
most horrible, inaccurate terms, and 
makes reference “escapees” from Car- 
ville and “nationwide alarms broad- 
cast police” effort appre- 
hend the escapee. dismisses promin, 
one the sulfones and one the most 
effective drugs, 

Dr. Deason’s medical advisors, 
consulted any, just didn’t know what 
they were talking about. 

bad enough that this book 
circulated the American Assn. for 
the Advancement Science, Washing- 
ton, D.C., through its Science Library 
Program, the youth the nation 
and held authoritative. doub- 
bad when find that the Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica has included Man 
Against Germs its bibliography 
recommended reading following its 
chapter leprosy. Man Against 
Germs had been withdrawn 
Traveling High School Science Library 
may not have found its way into the 
Britannica’s bibliography. 

Thus far THE STAR has gotten lit- 
tle help from anyone except Mr. and 
Mrs. Perry Burgess the Leonard 
Wood Memorial who were the first 
call our attention and who them- 
selves wrote strong letters protest 
Mr. Deason, but did not get reply. 
The only help got from the PHS 
was Dr. Johnwick’s comment quoted 
earlier. 

And, this brings strange state 
affairs. The PHS pays for health 
education program here Carville. 
well organized and well-managed and 
does good job within the bounds im- 
posed red tape and policy. (The 
health education section here was ap- 
parently powerless anything about 
Dr. Baron’s book the Traveling High 
School Science Library although 
called their attention. 

the other hand, the Traveling 
High School Science Library, supported 
the American Association for the 
Advancement Science and the Na- 
tional Science Foundation, circulates 
misinformation wholesale the youth 
the nation, tearing down very effec- 
tively everything the health education 
program here seeks accomplish. 

This ironic, for both the PHS and 
the National Science Foundation are 
part the executive branch the 
federal government, both supported 
the taxpayers. 


Timely Message 


The Yuletide Season this hospital 
makes one proud the response 
the public making the patients’ 
Christmas brighter. Hundreds boxes 
candy and other gifts are contributed 
individuals, church groups, and 
other community organizations. Volun- 
teers from the entertainment field ar- 
rive entertain these patients who are 
not home pass observing Christ- 
mas with their families. 


Over the years, THE STAR has made 
many good and sincere friends who 
strive various ways help our pa- 
tients. would wonderful friends 
THE STAR, who are position 
so, could assist our Rehabilita- 
tion program providing patients 
with job. refer certain group 
patients who could leave the hospital 
with arrested disease, entirely well, 
they had job to. have pa- 
tients who could clerical work, 
employed custodians watchmen, 
and many other capacities. 


number our patients, ready for 
discharge from the hospital, have taken 
advantage the opportunities provid- 
Rehabilitation, and they have done very 
well. Some have been trained new 
vocations, placed the job, and are 
now self-supporting members society. 
There limit what the properly 
motivated, successfully treated and ade- 
quately prepared patient can achieve 
the field. 


There are, however, other patients 
who, for various reasons, not wish 
participate the program offered 
the State Offices Vocational Rehabili- 
tation. These patients have lost 
dence themselves and certain 
extent other people, and this has 
been reflected their inability com- 
pete for jobs. These patients, with the 
proper acceptance, understanding, and 
opportunity could regain what has been 
lost and well outside the hospital. 


THE STAR reader knows 
job opportunity, opening that might 
filled one our discharged pa- 
tients, this hospital would appreciate 


hearing about the following ad- 
dress: 


Medical Officer Charge 
U.S. Public Health Service Hospital 
Carville, Louisiana 


have objection your publish- 
ing this letter THE STAR you 
feel might helpful. 


Willard Cannon 
Chief, Social Work Service 


q 
¢ 
| 


Politics and That Word. 


Straight through, from 
vention sniping, through the campaign, 
the election and the making appoint- 
ments the newly-elected president 
the United States, the word “leper” 
found its way into the melee, mostly 
thanks various reporters looking for 
another way saying scoundrel. 

Before the national convention the 
Democratic Party, when President John 
Kennedy and Vice President Lyndon 
Johnson were not the buddies they are 
today, Johnson reported that Kennedy 
has touch Addison’s disease. This, 
said Edwin Lahey, chief the De- 
troit, Mich., Free Press Washington 
Bureau, was attempt “hang 
leper’s bell around John Boy’s neck. 
Addison’s disease most sounds 
like something where the fingers drop 
off.” This found its way into print way 
back July. 

October, when the campaigning 
was really warming and President 
Kennedy’s religion was mighty warm 
subject for something that was not 
Mrs. Norman Wallace Ann 
Arbor, Mich., posed this question 
the Ann Arbor NEWS, letters the edi- 
tor. “Have you ever felt like leper?” 
She pointed out that she Roman 
Catholic and Democrat and took 
dim view what she termed some Pro- 
testant ministers’ Sunday sermons 
knock her religious belief. 

December, after the election, Lady 
May Lawford, mother President Ken- 
nedy’s brother-in-law (complicated isn’t 
it) said she lost her $50 week job 
Tibor’s Jewelry Store Beverly Hills, be- 
cause her political beliefs. When her 
employer indicated that her outspoken 
preference for Candidate Richard Nixon 
was costing him business she reportedly 

said, told him thought was 
leper better say good-by.” 

This vital matter was reported 
the Francisco, Calif., SUNDAY 
CHRONICLE and other papers. 

Still later, January, the Holyoke, 
Mass., TELEGRAM 
printed editorial from the BERK- 
which reported that 
former Mass., Gov. Furcolo had attempt- 
brand one President Kennedy’s 
appointees, McGeorge Bundy, 
“moral leper.” 

Bundy, Furcolo said, totally un- 
qualified for any position trust. From 


general statement, the EAGLE ap- 
parently interpolated the “leper” bit. 


Hollywood and the Saints 


Hollywood giving the public lot 
misinformation about so-called lep- 
rosy these days, and it’s all tied 
entertainment package, you like 
such grizzly fare. 

The New York City ENQUIRER 
December 25, carried interesting lit- 
tle bit. The story—illustrated with suit- 
ably horrible pictures—concerns the film- 
ing “St. Francis Assisi, 
Italy, Twentieth Century Fox produc- 
tion. are asked believe that the 
makeup men did such fine job 
the “leper” that rumor spread through 
the town that the movie moguls had im- 
ported “real leper take part the 
picture,” which tells the life story 
the famous saint. real panic was avert- 
when the movie makers assured the 
people that the “leper” was only Red 
Davis, actor makeup. “Even so, 
several townspeople were reported 
have fled terror when they caught 
sight him the streets.” 

Sounds more like the panic took place 
the brain some movie publicity 
man. 

Apparently the movie tradition will 
soon require any film seek- 
ing recognition spectacular even 
earth shaking. 


“Beautiful dancing girls, scheming po- 
tentates, and imprisoned lepers” are the 
“dangers” confronted young archi- 
tect “Journey Lost City,” new 
motion picture with cast headed 
Debra Paget and Paul Christian, ac- 
cording review the Rochester 
TIMES UNION, Dec. 24, Movie 
trade publications indicate the 
second rate. 


Dr. Hirschy The Ball 


Dr. Ira Hirschy, director the 
division Hansen’s disease, Depart- 
ment Health, State Hawaii, has 
established again that the ball 
calling attention inaccurate 
misleading articles dealing with so-called 
leprosy. 

Dr. Hirschy wrote the editor 
the San Francisco EXAMINER object- 
ing article which appeared the 
Dec. 11, 1960 issue under 
the by-line Mary Frazer, dealing with 


the settlement Mo- 
lokai. 

The story Miss Frazer made ref- 
erence the patients prisoners, the 
medical staff as. heroes and general 
paints picture that dramatic the 
expense truth. Dr. Hirschy points 
out each inaccuracy and asks for more 
factual reporting dealing with 
Hawaii and the state’s program con- 
trol it. 


Some More About Samoa 


letter from the editor the Car- 
ville STAR along with the “Facts You 
Should Know About Hansen’s 
from the inside back cover our jour- 
nal appeared page two the SA- 
MOA BULLETIN, Apia, Western 
Samoa, December 16, 1960. 

There has been considerable publicity 
late the SAMOA BULLETIN con- 
cerning so-called leprosy, because the 
presence Apia former Carville 
patient. The patient raised row about 
some the archaic regulations and 
wrote series four articles depicting 
his life patient Carville, 
and outpatient New York and Cali- 
fornia, for the BULLETIN under the 
caption Monkey That Got Heavy 
Back.” 

The articles attracted 
tion, and Lee Howell, the editor the 
BULLETIN, weekly for both West- 
ern Samoa and American Samoa, visit- 
the patient the so-called isolation 
ward the Apia Hospital, and then 
wrote quite dramatic column about 
it. got into the act protest such 
statements Howell’s as, “Have you 
ever gazed the face leper? Ap- 
palled was last Sunday, gaze upon 
the face leprosy!!” etc., 

think Mr. Howell was very fair 
giving much space, nearly page, 
our letter and the “Facts.” 

Western Samoa will become 
state the last day 1961—present boss, 
New Zealand. understand there are 
now patients the Apia Hospital, 
and while they are special ward, 
they had been given passes from time 
time visit their homes. doubt 
the “Squabble American Samoa” and 
the publicity fanfare TIME maga- 
zine “Leprosy Paradise” (the Dono- 
hugh case) discussed elsewhere 
issue had its effect the situation 


Western Samoa, and did not help mat- 
ters any. 


January-February 1961 


= 
‘ —— = 
= 
= S —— 
= = 
= . 

| 

| 

| 

: 


Tapazole, Miracle Drug? 


Recently informal reports have been 
heard that drug long used thyroid 
disease, Tapazole (methimazole, Lilly) 
has chance been found extra- 
ordinarily effective leprosy Dr. 
Arturo O’Byrne Gonzales Cali, 
Colombia. seems that not only the 
manufacturer concerned 
but also certain leprologists who have 
seen the supporting photographs. 

The story, briefly, that the drug 
was being given thyrotoxicosis pa- 
tient who happened have some 
bacillus-positive leprosy macules, and 
these disappeared. O’Byrne 
ceeded treat more than 200 other lep- 
rosy cases, lepromatous and tuberculoid, 
with antithyroid drugs and found Tapa- 
zole far the most effective 
them. With began treatment with 
one 10-mgm. tablet daily for one week, 
test the patients’ sensitivity the 
drug, and then increased 20-30 mgm. 
daily divided doses, and some 
cases much mgm. day. Eli Lilly 
and Company supplied O’Byrne with 
enough the drug extend the study, 
which has now included observations 
over cases for periods two years. 

The results, illustrated the color 
photographs each which the date 
seen attached the patient ad- 
hesive tape have been called those 
who have seen them and 
“Clinical resolution almost 
complete weeks and complete 
months, findings 
said change parallel.” 

the basis unpublished reports 
these results, said, the drug 
now under trial several other places. 
Until reports these trials are seen 
-and, course, report the original 
study definite statements the 
matter can made. one pertinent 
point, are advised that --although the 
chemical name the drug 
cannot work 
the way that the mercaptan derivative 
Etisul (diethyldithiolisophthalate) does. 
-From INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL 
LEPROSY, Volume 28, No. July- 
September, 1960. 


Note: Carville one the “several 
other where the anti-thyroid 
drug Tapazole under trial. “The 
number patients placed this medi- 
cation yet, quite limited and 
statement regarding results can made 
this time,’ Dr. John Trautman, 
Chief, Clinical Branch, told THE 
STAR. 

understand that Dr. Robert 
Cochrane, London, the internationally 
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known who spent weeks 
Carville the latter part 1960 con- 
ferred with Eli Lilly and Company 
Indianapolis concerning Tapazole, be- 
fore returning England December. 

Dr. O’Byrne Gonzales was Car- 
ville May, 1960. 


gave report Tapazole the 
treatment Hansen’s disease the 
Congress Tropical Medicine meet- 
ing Los Angeles November. The 
report concerned clinical cases pre- 
sented the form chart. Dr. 
Byrne’s original article Tapazole 
scheduled appear the forthcoming 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL 
LEPROSY, October-December, Vol. 28, 
No. and his letter the editor the 
LEPROSY REVIEW, quarterly publi- 
cation the British Leprosy Relief As- 
will shortly published 
that journal. 

understand that trials Tapa- 
zole Hansen’s disease will presently 
conducted Brazil, Argentina, Mex- 
ico, Venezuela, India, and that these 
studies undoubtedly will published 
the journals leprosy their re- 
spective countries. Studies are also be- 
ing conducted the Philippines and 

hear that Dr. O’Byrne’s original 
success with Tapazole has continued 
following the two-year period observa- 
tion, and THE correspondent 
Colombia writes, “Dr. 
very optimistic and enthusiastic with 
the collaboration that getting now 
for his research, and has big plans 


for complete study the effectiveness 
his treatment.” 


Genetic Analysis Families 


Which Leprosy Occurs 


Harold Belknap and William 
Hayes 


Abstract Senior Thesis 


review the literature indicates 
the need for thorough genetic study 
families which leprosy occurs. The 
objectives such study are stated 
the extension knowledge concern- 
ing the possible role major gene 
for susceptibility leprosy 
determination the mode transmis- 
sion, and frequency the 
gene evidence its existence found. 
The methods and procedures employed 
pilot study the authors are pre- 
sented, showing how genealogical data 
was white Roman Catholic 
leprosy patients from seven adjacent 
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parishes Southeastern Louisiana. The 
methods genetic analysis are dis- 
cussed, and shown that single 
dominant gene with approximately 
62.8 per cent penetrance could account 
for the observed familial patterns in- 
fection. Rather rough calculations for 
gene frequency are presented. esti- 
mated that about one every 20,397 
births the area under study was sus- 
ceptible, making gene frequency 
approximately 1/40,794. discussion 
those factors which influenced the gath- 
ering genealogical data and the re- 
sults analysis the data pre- 
sented along with suggestions for future 
genetic studies leprosy. 
Bulletin Tulane University Medical 
Faculty, August 1960, page 236. 


The medical world holds that Hansen’s 
disease not inherited, but that like TB, 
seems familial disease, and that 
families where exists, some members 
inherit predisposition tissue weakness 
it, others not. 

The late Dr. Lloyd Aycock Harvard, 
who did considerable work this field 
Hawaii and New Brunswick, Canadian 
province, was convinced that “Hansen’s 
disease tends confined certain sharp- 
circumscribed areas; these areas 
certain racial groups; and these racial 
groups certain family lines.” pointed 
out that perhaps the most striking example 
all seen the two main foci 
the North American continent. The 
cadians expelled from Nova Scotia 1755 
recolonized small areas--widely 
separated distance and 
Northumberland and Gloucester counties 
New Brunswick and the Teche country 
Southern Louisiana. According Dr. 
Aycock was independently introduced 
into the two colonies many years later. 
found that most the 300 cases 
New Brunswick stemmed from the families 
the first cases, and Louisiana many 
the patients bear the same surnames 
the New Brunswick cases. Hawaii Dr. 
Aycock found the whole record pa- 
tients Kalaupapa showed striking 
concentration one racial group with the 
same recurrence over and over the same 
families. 

Dr. Aycock accumulated much more 
evidence the effect that susceptibility 
Hansen’s disease ran families, inheri- 
tance, even distant relatives and this 
concept Dr. Aycock explained full 
accord with principles which 
many other diseases where the infectious 
agents may far more widespread than 
the disease which they cause. 

survey Carville patients conducted 
Drs. Denney and Ralph Hopkins, 
back the Twenties, was found that 
cousins accounted for more infections than 
all other relationships combined, brothers 
and sisters excepted. Not infrequently these 
cousins had had little contact with 
each other. 

seems that the rarity conjugal Han- 
sen’s disease (there not single instance 
the present patient population Carville) 
compared with familial general, 
affords opportunity for further study. 

Another interesting observation, not men- 
tioned the abstract the Belknap-Hayes 
thesis, but found their paper, was 
that, although the bulk the Louisiana 
patients were French Canadian ancestry, 
when one went far enough back find 
common ancestors, the common ancestor 
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always proved have been German. This 
particular interest because “leprosy 
study” conducted Boyd and Fox Gal- 
veston, Texas, prior 1920, “There was 
apparently greater incidence the disease 
among native-born persons foreign-born 
German parents than among any other 
group the population.” 

the mid-Forties, Dr. Johansen 
recorded some interesting facts “26 patients 
have been admitted (to Carville) from Gal- 
veston. this number were German 
German, French, and English.” Dr. Jo- 
hansen’s data admissions from San 
Antonio, Texas, are also interest. “Our 
records show that the first case was admit- 
ted from there 1922, since which time 
patients have been admitted. this 
number, are German-American par- 
entage, are Mexican, and are other 
unknown extraction.” 

Hansen’s disease said endemic 
the Gulf states, Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. However, the incidence 
Mississippi low. seldom get patient 
Carville from Mississippi. Why? Dr. Ay- 
cock once observed, “It has always seemed 
that the explanation for the difference 
the disease Louisiana and Mississippi 
can accounted for the fact that the 
Acadian French living Southern Louisi- 
ana, and being highly susceptible the 
disease (as they are New Brunswick), 
furnish most the cases.” 

Dr. Maynard Mires, former epidemi- 
ologist for the Mississippi State Board 
Health once commented, “We have often 
speculated the cause this and won- 
der the absence many Spanish 
mericans might responsible. Certainly 
the States where Hansen’s disease en- 
demic (Texas, Louisiana, California, etc.) 
all seem have high percentage 
people Mediterranean ancestry.” (The 
present Carville patient population pre- 
dominantly Latin American.) 

The preliminary studies Belknap and 
Hayes and paper the subject presented 
Dr. H.W. Kloepfer Tulane University 
School Medicine, New Orleans, the 
recent Carville Conference should set the 
stage for further genetic studies Han- 
sen’s disease. 


Words the Wise 


one his last letters THE 
STAR Dr. Aycock wrote, think in- 
formation from the patients always 
worth more than so-called research, for 
after all, any research disease should 
always start with the patient. Why 
don’t you form epidemiologic study 
group, the study the familial 
question. believe this would the 
greatest single contribution put Han- 
sen’s disease its place respect 
the whole idea contagion, segregation, 
and forth, say nothing super- 
stitions. study such you might make 
there could far getting rid 
practices which are foolish 
lizing THE STAR before leaves Car- 
ville.” 


ALONG 


Charges prosy Epidemic American Samoa 
Not Confirmed 


Washington D.C. January 20, 1961 


Public Health Service survey team 
which studied leprosy American Sa- 
moa has reported there evidence 
epidemic leprosy the Terri- 
tory, the Department the Interior 
announced today. 

The survey the disease, made 
the request the Department the 
Interior, was conducted Dr. Byron 
Olson, Chief Epidemiology, Unit- 
States Public Health Service Hospi- 
tal Carville, Louisiana, and Dr. Paul 
Fasal, Consultant Leprology, Divi- 
sion Hospitals, Public Health Ser- 

Both men are eminently qualified 
the field leprosy. 

The findings Drs. Olson and Fasal 
not confirm allegations that leprosy 
was assuming unusual proportions 
American Samoa. The charges, which 
received wide publication the press, 
were made former member the 
medical staff the Government 
American Samoa. 

The team made examinations ev- 
ery available known suspected case 
the disease American Samoa fol- 
lowed detailed laboratory evaluation 
specimens. addition, selected seg- 
ments the general population the 
territory were surveyed. 


Leprosy was first diagnosed Ameri- 
can Samoa 1917. The survey team 
carefully reviewed surveys 
the local occurrence the disease 
since that time. 168 cases diagnosed 
since 1917, the team found only ac- 
tive cases today. Significantly, 
cases tentatively diagnosed from Janu- 
ary 1959, the date the survey, 
only were confirmed active lepro- 
the survey team. 

“The constructive efforts the medi- 
cal department American Samoa, 
under both Naval and Interior admin- 
istrations, control and eradicate this 
disease are reflected the findings 
the survey” Anthony Lausi, director 
the office Territories, said. 
recommendations Drs. Olson and Fa- 
sal will helpful the Government 
American Samoa and the Department 
the Interior making further im- 
provements the treatment and con- 

The survey team observations and 
findings, coupled with laboratory anal- 
ysis, led the following conclusions: 


Cases leprosy have occurred 
and occur American Samoa 
has been demonstrated pre- 


The importance leprosy the 


islands has consistently been rec- 
ognized responsible authorities 
throughout the periods both 
military and civilian administra- 
tions, clearly reflected an- 
nual reports; 


The survey teams observations in- 
dicate recent alarming increase 
the number cases lepro- 
sy; there was evidence that the 
disease assuming unusual epi- 
demic proportions American 
Samoa; 


During the past two years, the 
registry leprosy American 
Samoa has not been adequately 
maintained. The team established 
new registry; and 


case finding and 
treatment program can time 
lead complete control with ul- 
timate elimination 
from American Samoa. 


ALM President Congo 


Dr. Oliver Hasselblad, President 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
left New York December for the 
Congo where the face withdrawal 
Belgian and government medical 
services, will perform surgery 
mission hospital for “couple 
months.” 


Dr. Hasselblad working area 
609 miles 100 miles which has 
surgeon. ALM released him 
the Congo Protestant Agency 
help people need. 


Dr. Hasselblad expected return 
the time attend the ALM- 
PHS seminar Carville, March 16-21. 
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Mrs. Howard McKay 

During her busy career the American 
Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. Howard McKay 
has held many national offices and this 
year holds one the most important, the 
chairmanship the National Rehabilitation 
Committee. 

charter member the Springfield, 
Pennsylvania Auxiliary Unit 227, Mrs. Mc- 
Kay has held the following national offices: 
member the National Executive Com- 
mittee 1951-52; National Vice Chairman 
Americanism, 1954-55; National Historian, 
1955-56; National Chairman Americanism, 
1957-58; and was member the National 
Resolutions Committee and the 
Radio and committee. 

addition the national offices Mrs. 
McKay has held, she has served her state 
and local Auxiliary organizations. She has 
served Pennsylvania presi- 
dent (1950-51) and previously Vice Presi- 
dent and Membership Chairman. 

Mrs. McKay’s activities cover 
range. She the mother three children, 
serves one day week the Philadelphia 
Veterans Administration Hospital, baby sits 
swimming, the theater, 
crossword puzzles and “when there time” 
historical novels. Yet, she refers the 
American Legion Auxiliary her “hobby.” 


fresh outlook from alert ob- 
server Carville was carried the 
Southern Area Rehabilitation Confer- 
ence the American Legion Auxiliary 
Dallas, Texas, early January when 
Mrs. Howard McKay, Springfield, 
Pa., National Rehabilitation Chairman, 
went straight from this hospital the 
conference. 

Mrs. McKay visited Carville for the 
first time Jan. and Jan 
spoke the conference 
The Volunteer Trademark.” Although 
THE STAR had direct representa- 
tive present, long-time friend was 
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there and says that all her years 
listening newcomers tell the story 
Carville, she has never heard well 
done. McKay’s keen observation 
and understanding heart had not missed 
anything and she held her audience’s 
interest for long time while she spoke 
Carville,” the report get from 
one who knows the Carville story well. 


Mrs. McKay, though “newcomer” 
the sense that she had 
visited Carville, not entirely without 
background. She long-time STAR 
subscriber and made appeal for in- 
creased subscriptions the conference 
Dallas, attended representatives 
southern states plus the Panama 
Canal Zone. 

Belore the Dallas conference, Mrs. 
McKay spent busy day Carville 
seeing first hand the hospital which 
she first became interested 1953 
National Radio and Television Chair- 
man. that time she helped 
range network broadcast Carville. 

While here Mrs. McKay and the Lou- 
isiana Auxiliary leaders accompanying 
her met with Dr. Edgar Johnwick, 
Medical Officer Charge. The group 


Chairman, ALA, 


was greeted Thomas Rickman, 
Jr., Chief, Special Services and given the 


highlight the day was showing 
the new film, “Management the 
Leprosy Patient” for the visitors. The 


APPRECIATION—In appreciation 
their visit and memento it, Mrs. 
McKay and Mrs. Menuet received gifts 
from the Local Auxiliary, the local Legion 
and THE STAR. Above, Mrs. Mary 
Ruth Broussard, left, B.L. Spann Unit 188 
historian and managing editor THE 
STAR, presents Mrs. Menuet with beauti- 
ful gold pin. right, Mrs. McKay receives 
antique sterling silver bowl from Mrs. 
Aline Stribbling, president the local unit. 


(cont’d page 18, col. 


CHAIRMAN’S PARTY—With Mrs. McKay when the National Rehabilitation Chair- 
man visited Carville Jan. were these Louisiana Auxiliary leaders: left right stand- 
ing, Mrs. Johnette Burton, Shreveport, Louisiana Department Rehabilitation Chairman; 
Mrs. Alma Poe, Gonzales, Carville Chairman for the Louisiana Department, and Mrs. 
Velma Babin, Gonzales, Carville Alternate. Seated left right are Mrs. Estelle Menuet, 
Franklin, Louisiana Department President, Mrs. McKay, and Mrs. Thelma Ashley, Crow- 


ley, Past Department President. 
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Talk Baseball 
With the Pros 


Each year during The Baton Rouge 


Kids Baseball Clinic Harold 
Wendler, former Los Angeles Dodger 
Trainer manages, despite tight sched- 
ule, bring few major leaguers here 
talk baseball with the patients. 

ball fans waited anxiously for the visi- 
tors arrive, for while looked like 
one would show up. The Mel Ott 
Memorial Golf Tournament making 
tougher now get the professionals 
come down. But “Doc” finally ar- 
rived and was very enthusiastic 
meeting too. 

There were current ballplayers 
the group this time, but those who 
made the trip with “Doc” were: Bobby 
Bragan, former 
burgh Pirates manager and now player 
personnel director for the new Houston 
Club, National League; Buddy Han- 
cken, Minneapolis scout; Tom Chand- 
ler, Texas coach and Murray 
Shores, Baton Rouge Baseball Clinic 
President. 

Each man spoke briefly about his 
career and the baseball prospects for 
the coming year. The visitors were 
then kept busy for the better part 
hour answering barrage questions 
that the arm chair strategists had been 
storing since the last meeting. 

Bobby Bragan, the umpires Nemesis, 
told about some his experiences with 
the men blue, and about the colossal 
stadium constructed Houston. 

The patients really enjoy the major 
league games radio and T.V. Each 
morning the action the day before 
re-hashed the Canteen, the clinics 
and along the corridors. The daily and 
weekly pools also stimulate lot 
interest. Even during the off season 
many patients keep abreast the latest 
happenings the world, espe- 
cially the blind. The Carville fans really 
look forward the annual pow-wow 
with “Doc” and the major leaguers. 


Church Groups Remember 
Carville Patients Yuletide 


Season 


has been the annual custom for 
the United Church Women the Pro- 
testant Churches New 
send home made candy the patients 
here each Christmas. This candy 
picked the St. Charles Presbyteri- 
Church and brought here for dis- 
tribution. 

Heaped high the tables the 
Conference Room are almost 400 boxes 
candy and preparing for the distri- 
bution are from left, Mr. and Mrs. R.W. 
Stone, Metairie, La.; Dr. Alan Nicol, 
Chief, Rehabilitation Branch, Chaplain 
Oscar Harris; and Mrs. Gladys Ross, 
New Orleans. 

Carville patients were entertained 
Dec. Christmas party sponsored 
the St. Aloysius-Louisiana State Uni- 
versity Council 3743 the Knights 
Columbus. Each the patients re- 
ceived gift. 

The Knights Columbus, assisted 
the Third Order St. Francis, co- 
ordinated procurement the presents 
from Baton Rouge individuals, civic 
groups and business concerns. 


The Carville Catholic Guild New 
Orleans, headed Mrs. Louise 
Carlson, brought Christmas gifts 
patients here. The men received gay 
mufflers, toiletries and cigarets. The 
women were given cosmetics and color- 
ful stoles made the guild members. 
Delta Zeta Party 

The annual holiday party for mem- 
bers the Jolly Social Club sponsored 
the National Delta Zeta Sorority, 
Dec. 20, featured melodious entertain- 
ment students from the LSU School 
Music. extra added attraction 
was the lovely and charming personality 
Marjorie Hayward Madey, Baton 
Rouge, concert artist. Mrs. Dorothea 
Many Baton Rouge, emceed her 
usual lively and gracious manner. 


President the Louisiana 
Dept., American Legion Auxiliary, was 
honor guest the local Spann 
Unit 188 ALA’s Christmas party Dec. 20. 
The camera caught Mrs. Menuet just 
after she had made Carville’s two 
youngest patients, Alma Delia, and 
Roberto, very happy with gifts es- 
pecially selected for them. 
Yes, Had NOE Cheese For 
mas 

The wonderful Tillamook Cheese 
from Tillamook, Oregon, served the 
patients’ cafeteria Christmas Day 
was the Carville’s long time 
friends, Former Governor and Mrs. 
James Noe, Monroe, La., with 
THE STAR acting the 
Santa. Many thanks Mr. Mrs. Noe. 


Partners all Members the 
honor society the American Legion 
Aux., are called partners and the visit- 
ing group shown abové was here 
November officers the local 
Iberville Salon 554. 

They are r.) Standing- Mrs. 
McCormick, Destrehan, L’Avocate 
partemental Passe; Mrs. Thomas 
Departemental; Lucien Landry, 
Chapeau Departemental Passe; Mrs. 
Louis Bouchon, Chapeau De- 
partemental; (seated) Mrs. Barney 
Gill, Secretaire Departemental and 
Chapeau Departmental Passe, and Mrs. 
Hote, National Pouvoir Mem- 
ber and Southern Area Scholarship 
Chairman. 
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Flowers Flourish Under Grace’s Tender Care 


(At left) Watering and caring for her gloxinias, African Violets, Philodendrons, ivies and many other potted plants 
daily chore that Grace Joy really loves. You would have see the plants, the delicate texture and color the leaves 
and flowers, order truly appreciate them. 


The little potted flowers and greeneries brighten and adorn many the patients’ rooms and cottages Suburbia. The 
African Violet rivals the Old English Ivy popularity. 


Free Ferry Last 


(Center) free ferry service across the Mississippi from Carville White Castle about become reality and 
right our doorstep too. The approaches the new ferry were recently completed the Louisiana State High- 
way Department, and the one this side right the end the hospital reservation. eight-car capacity boat called 
“City Plaquemine”, but likely renamed, will delivered about February 15, and service will begin shortly 


thereafter. 


The new ferry wil! big asset this hospital, the Carville Community and nearby towns across the river. Hospital 
employees and visitors trom across the river will longer have inconvenienced out-of-the-way ferries. 

The man most responsible for getting the ferry was our good and long time friend Sam Cashio, Maringouin. 
State Representative, was instrumental obtaining appropriation $50,000 for the proposed ferry. 


Patients Love Parties 


(At right) Decorative pink and blue ribbons and huge stork surrounded baby things and pretty wrappings was 
the attractive setting for recent surprise baby shower held one the patients’ cottages. The expectant mother 
Vicky Roberts young bride and STAR Staffer who was married here the hospital, last April. 

The patients here are real party lovers. addition the big parties holidays and special occasions there are many 
private parties. Most the small parties are held the House” apartments and Suburbia. These new 
quarters with their modern facilities, accommodations and home-like atmosphere make for more enjoyable parties. 
birthday, anniversary, visiting relative other guest, all offer occasions entertain. 


Carville Carnival 1961 


This year Mardi Gras fell Valen- 
tine’s Day, Feb. 14, but was celebrated 
here the day before. Hearts and cupids 
blended freely with clowns joint 
Carnival-Valentine celebration held 
the ballroom. 

The backdrop for the royal dais was 
huge red heart, outlined 

Fred Smith was Grand Marshal and 
Alfredo Yzaguirre was Captain the 
Krewe. Two Carville High School stu- 
dents Dane Ruzicka and Sylvia Sanchez 
reigned king and queen hearts. 

The dukes, all clad shimmering 
satin tunics, and the duchesses, wearing 
pastel colored ballerina-length dresses, 
greeted their monarch, King Dane, 
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approached the royal throne. 

The high spot the evening’s enter- 
tainment was the entrance Queen 
Sylvia and her train bearers, Alma Del- 
and Roberto dressed red and 
white. 

Her Majesty was dazzling 
fant gown red tulle, the skirt and 
bodice which were made multiple 
tiers ruffles. She wore simple 
coronet gold and rhinestones and her 
mantle was made heavy blue velvet, 
edged with wide band 
quins. 

Music was provided Johnny Black- 
well’s band, Baton Rouge. 

The annual Mardi Gras celebration 
jointly sponsored local patient 
organizations. 


Mexico Social Club 


Celebrates Anniversary 


February the Mexico Social 
Club, one Carville’s oldest patient 
organizations, celebrated its anni- 
versary. 


The hospital’s large Latin American 
patient population enjoyed special 
Spanish movie the afternoon. That 
evening dance was held the ball- 
room the Recreation Building. Mu- 
sic was furnished the local “Mari- 
aches.” The entertainment featured folk 
dances, solo and group singing. Refresh- 
ments were served. 


/ 
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Photo shows (I. r.) Bob Dishman, Al- 
ternate Cheminot National Passe checking 
the record with 
Ralph Lingle, Grand Correspondant 
while Duke Dauciunas, Grand Chair- 
man presenting Silver Star Ralph 
who became member the exclusive 
Silver Star Club the Grand Voiture 
California. Bob Dishman was Grand STAR 
Chairman last year and was the Champion 
Champions for National. 

This year, the Grande Voiture 
California putting mammoth 
STAR subscription drive that almost 
certain shatter the existing record 
2,016 subscriptions set them 
1954. The Californians have led the 
Drive from 1954 the present date. 
They took top honors last year with 
grand total 1,354 subscriptions. But 
the Palmetto Grand Voiture, South Ca- 
rolina was just subscriptions short 
their all out effort capture the 
top spot. mid-January our California 
friends were well ahead the field and 
had already passed their last year’s total. 


The man heading this mighty 40&8 
drive California Grand STAR 
Chairman A.V. “Duke” Dauciunas, St. 
Gabriel. “Duke” took over STAR 
Chairman Baldy Voiture 104 after 
the death Walter Hatch Septem- 
ber 1959 and did splendid job for 
his voiture. They took top honors and 
won 


Grand Chef Gare Dr. Paul Chase, 
Cloverdale, was quick appoint 
Grand STAR Chairman for 1960-61. 

“Duke” lost time mustering 
the support that needed for the big 
drive. sent bulletins all Voiture 
STAR Chairmen, announcing his plans 
and gave pep talks cheminots and 
promenades. early August subscrip- 
tions began pour from California 
and grew with each succeeding month. 

“Duke” leaves nothing chance. 
keeps close contact with the voitures 
and sends each monthly report the 
standing and progress all voitures 
the STAR 


Societe des Hommes 


Nationale 


The “Silver STAR Club” which 
instituted several months ago has really 
caught fire. become member this 
club voyageur must either 
donate $5.00 THE STAR obtain 
subscriptions the publication. Many 
the donors choose the recipients, but 
choose, invariably select medical 
and nursing schools, hospitals, doctors, 
etc. THE STAR sends each recipient 
acknowledgment card, giving the 
name and address the donor along 
with the three-fold objectives THE 
STAR. 

Silver STAR Club members are 
warded Silver STAR pins, replicas 
the star that appears the cover 
our publication. Members proudly wear 
the little Silver STARs their cha- 


For ten more subscriptions mem- 
ber receives Silver Bar which worn 
beneath the Silver STAR. 


was brought out Grand Chemi- 
not meeting Hollywood Dec. 
that “Duke” had already bought, with 
his own money, $80.00 worth Silver 
STARs and Silver Bars 50¢ each 
and was not seeking reimbursement. 


Silver Stars Mary Ruth Broussard, and 
Stanley Stein. 


Incidently, Editor Stanley Stein and 


Managing Editor Mary Ruth Broussard 
are honorary members the Silver 
STAR Club. Acting proxy for 
Chef Gare Charles Keskey Voi- 
ture 47, Pasadena, presented the pins 
Coop” when stopped with 
Mrs. Keskey Oct. enroute the 
Nationale Promenade Miami. 


step the tempo, February has 
and “Duke” will present trophy 
the voiture that turns 
number subscriptions during the 
month. 


keep THE STAR banner flying 
high, California has what takes, 
hustling Grand STAR Chairman who 
has the whole-hearted support 
fellow voyageurs. 


course, there are many other STAR 
Chairmen other Grand Voitures who 
are also doing tremendous job for 
THE STAR. Even though California 
does enjoy substantial lead, there 
plenty time left for some the larg- 
states catch up, but would take 
determined effort their part. 


But regardless the size the con- 
tribution, THE STAR grateful 
its Forty and Eight friends everywhere. 
group organization has ever done 
much promote THE STAR the 
National Forty and Eight. Our circula- 
tion greater today than ever before, 
and this due, for the most part 
their increased efforts through the years. 
Many thanks voyageurs, where ever you 
may be.—L.B. 


Increased International Interest Rehabilitation Patients 


Dr. Riordan Reports Conference 
India 


Dr. Daniel Riordan (above, ex- 
treme left) New Orleans, Carville Or- 
thopedic Consultant, reported the 
hospital staff here and 
ors, Feb. the WHO conference 
“Surgical Rehabilitation Leprosy” 
held the Leprosy Research 
Institute near Vellore, India, Novem- 
ber 21-29, 1960. Dr. Riordan illustrated 
his talk with slides. The Schieffelin In- 
stitute sponsored the Christian 
Medical College Vellore, the Ameri- 
can Leprosy Missions and the British 
Leprosy Missions. The conference was 
attended physicians from all over 
the world who represented, among 
others, the specialties surgery, neuro- 
surgery, plastic surgery, leprology, der- 
matology, pathology, neuro-pathology 
and neurology. addition, there was 
present significant number medical 
specialists who had had previous ex- 
perience with leprosy, and whose pres- 
ence Jent unbi.sed element the 
discussions. 

The subjects discussed were related 
the plastic repair these parts 
the anatomy most commonly affected 
leprosy, namely, the eyes, the nose, 
the eyebrows, the hands and the feet. 
(In India, deformities the feet are 
more common because the use foot- 
wear less common.) The dominating 
theme the discussion was that the 
deformities and crippling effects asso- 
ciated with leprosy are preventable, that 
they are caused trauma, that 
“we must teach the patients with lep- 
rosy protect themselves.” With this 
introduction, Dr. Riordan his 
slide series. The first few slides demon- 
strated the physical plant the medical 
college Vellore. Dr. Riordan showed 
several slides the General Hospital 
Vellore, and indicated that had 
much the modern equipment found 
general hospital this country. 
had approximately 100 beds assigned 
orthopedics and orthopedic surgery. 
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Inspires Important Meetings 


tients who had undergone corrective 
procedures their hands. This re- 
flected the influence Dr. Paul Brand. 
The slide series also indicated fascin- 
ating travelogue. 

Dr. Riordan pointed out that the 
conferees participated surgical pro- 
cedures for three days, and showed 
slides these procedures. 

The final series slides were 
technical series which depicted surgical 
procedures that corrected facial paraly- 
sis, loss eyebrows and nasal deform- 
ities. 

Dr. Riordan felt that the conference 
provided for the first time long 
time, opportunity for all the people, 
many whom were ultra-ultra special- 
ists small areas leprosy work, 
exchange contemporary knowledge with 
one another. result, this could 
documented and then distributed all 
leprosaria the world, with emphasis 
showing what could done with 
what was available, because many 
the technical procedures were being 
done without the opportunity use 
unlimited personnel, material 
cilities, and without the opportunity 
using the most up-to-date knowldege 
and equipment. felt that, personally, 
had obtained considerable insight 
why plastic surgery had met with 
limited success the past the Car- 
ville Hospital. 


International Committee Formed 


Comparing notes r.) are Dr, Brand, 
Dr. Nicol and Mr. Popham. 

international committee lep- 
rosy rehabilitation was organized 
interested individuals, meeting the 
Rusk Institute Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation, with Dr. Paul Brand 
India, acting chairman. Dr. 
Daniel Riordan, New Orleans, was 
named alternate chairman. The idea 
such committee was originated the 
International Society for Rehabilitation 
the Disabled. Carville was effectively 
represented Dr. Alan Nicol, Chief 
the Rehabilitation Branch this hos- 
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pital, and are indebted Dr. Nicol 
for the notes which this report 
based. 

The purpose and functions the 
committee were listed follows: (1) 
Coordination of, communication with, 
and organization existing 
posed leprosy and rehabilitation organ- 
izations international basis, and 
(2) The organization, initiation, and 
perpetuation training, education, and 
research. 

was decided that membership 
this committee should include represen- 
tatives surgery, physical medicine and 
rehabilitation, ophthalmology, physical 
therapy, occupational therapy, 
services, vocational rehabilitation, nurs- 
es, prosthetic manufacturing. Contacts 
will made with the World Federation 
Physical Therapists and the Inter- 
national Association Social Workers. 
The Leonard Wood Memorial, the 
American Leprosy Missions, the Inter- 
national Society for the Rehabilitation 
the Disabled, and the World Health 
Organization were enumerated for 
organizational membership. Represen- 
tation from the United States Public 
Health Service was suggested. 

The Vellore, India, Conference 
Surgical Rehabilitation Leprosy was 
reviewed and the scheduling the sec- 
ond Pan-Pacific Conference Rehabil- 
itation was announced. 

The group discussed the proposed 
Conference Rehabilitation Afri- 
and agreed that there was need 
for such meeting since, undoubtedly, 
would shed much illumination 
the leprosy situation the African 

The 9th World Congress, Interna- 
tional Society for Rehabilitation the 
Disabled, scheduled for Copenhagen, 
Denmark, 1963, was discussed. 
was suggested that not only should the 
leprosy-rehabilitation aspect ap- 
proached with specific presentations, 
but that general presentation with 
the theme “Challenge Rehabilitation 
Leprosy” was needed. Dr. Riordan 
was assigned the responsibility pro- 
gramming 
schedule for the 1963 Congress. 

Following the adjournment the 
meeting, social gathering provided Dr. 
Nicol with opportunity present, 
review, and discuss the two Carville 
motion pictures, “Management the 
Leprosy Patient” and “Recognition 
Leprosy” with all interested individuals. 
genuine interest was demonstrated. 

This important committee meeting 
was attended Dr. Paul Brand, Chris- 
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people like show people These clever entertainers displayed their talents THE 
STAR’s Community Christmas Party, Sunday, December 18. Their only was 
the applause which greeted each act. Shown here are r.) Bob Bonnell, baritone; 
Eddie Matre, magician; Jan Anderson, pop singer; Jack Stanley, excentric comedian; 


Max Fetty, Baton Rouge, emcee; 


Kelly Rand, spark and program coordinator. The 


lovely ladies are the Lea Brandin Dancers. The entertainers are all from New Orleans, 
and Miss Anderson, Mr. Rand, Mr. Stanley and Mr. Matre appeared through the courtesy 


American Guild Variety Artists. The Dance Timers Baton Rouge, 


played 


compliments Baton Rouge Local 538 the Musicians Union and the Music Perform- 


ance Fund. 


“Why this perfectly marvelous 
party, and I’m having wonderful time,” 
exclaimed one the more voluble 
and enthusiastic guests (you know the 
type) the STAR’s annual Christmas 
Party, Sunday evening, December 18. 
was her first STAR party and she 
just couldn’t get over “such elabo- 
rate affair.” “The ballroom decorations 
are just beautiful” (Point Clair Lions 
bow) “the entertainment 
grand, the refreshments are good, 
and this big must sever- 
hundred people exciting! 
But how the world you it?” 
The answer was simple, one word only 
-FRIENDS. 

And now those friends who made 
the big party possible, here our whole- 
hearted thank you to: 

Foss-Landry Post No. Amvets, 
Baton Rouge, Herbert Harthcock, Com- 
mander; Mrs. Kasminsky, Texar- 
kana, Ark.; Carl Castel, St. Joseph, Mo. 
and Dickinson, Overland Park, 
Kan., both Forty and Eighters; Ferndale 
Welsh American Club, Detroit, Mich., 
through Rev. Fred Cawsey; Ever Green 
Garden Club, through Mrs. Jack Ward, 
Dorado, Ark.; Miss Ethel Lowe, 
Philadeiphia, Pa.; Elizabeth Daniel, 
Kansas City, Mo.; and Stull, Albion, 
Mich. 

The following Disabled American 
Veterans Auxiliary Units: 

Unit No. 12, Port Huron, Mich.; Unit 
17, Hammond, Ind.; National Order 
Alley Cats, Long Beach, Calif.; Benton 


Harbor Unit 17, St. Joseph, Mich.; Bron- 
son Cutting, Unit 34, Hayward, 
Calif., through Mollie Emerson; Past 
Commanders’ Club No.7, Battle Creek, 
through Mrs. Irene Phelps; Tri- 
County Unit 26, through Mrs. Irma 
Maier, Comm., Menomonie, Wis.; Jack 
Fisher Unit 23, Santa Ana, Calif., 
throngh Mrs. Alberta Hamblet, 
Treas., and Mrs. Alma Lytle, Las Vegas, 
Nev., through Mrs. Ann Weber, Nation- 
DAVA Adjutant, Colorado Springs, 
Colo. 

Mrs. Florence Green, Kalamazoo, 
Mich., Past National Commander the 
DAVA, sparked the interest the 
DAVA Units the STAR’s Community 
Christmas Party. 

The bountiful supply homemade 
cookies came from the 7th District, 
American Legion Auxiliary; the spike 
for the eggnog from Voiture 340, 40&8, 
Baton Rouge, who assisted Nicholson 
Unit 38, ALA, served the refreshments. 

should like think that are 
speaking for everyone the 
tients this hospital expressing gen- 
uine appreciation the individuals 
and groups whose generosity provided 
the funds for THE STAR’s 1960 Christ- 
mas gifts project. STAR staffers made 
the rounds November, and 
tient told them which gift she 
would like receive. They knew what 
they wanted from fancy bedspreads 
foo-foo water, and they got it, all done 
bright and colorful glittering rib- 
bons bows. 


The shopping and the wrapping was 
done Baton Rouge two Car- 
ville’s most devoted friends, Mrs. Hattie 
Dayries and Mrs. Dora Hitzman, both 
Past Presidents Nicholson Unit 38, 
American Legion Auxiliary. How would 
you like have nearly 300 names add- 
your Christmas list? Well, that 
will give you some idea the big job 
accomplished Hattie and Dora. 
wonder love them! 

acknowledge with gratitude con- 
tributions the STAR’s 1960 gift pro- 
ject from: Mr. Lewis Gottlieb 
sister, Mrs. Hermann Moyse, memory 
their mother, Mrs. Joe Gottlieb; 
Mrs. Howard Witter; Nicholson Post 
38, American Legion, Roland Cocreham, 
Commander; Nicholson Unit 38, Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. Annie May- 
ers, President; Prescott Junior High 
faculty and student body; Mrs. H.A. 
Major, Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Chase, 
sponsors Y-Teens Capitol High 
School; all Baton Rouge; Society for 
the Preservation and Encouragement 
Barber Shop Quartet Singing Ameri- 
ca, Crescent City Chapter, New Orle- 
ans, Beryl Laufer, Secretary, through 
the special interest Kelly Rand, the 
Society’s musical director; and group 
Shreveport, La., Forty and Eighters 
headed Aaron Selber through the 
interest L.S. “Buck” Hooper, STAR 
Chairman (all Voiture 137). 


MOM HITS 
And Still Going Strong 


There are three important birthdays 
the month February—Mom 


George Washington and Abraham Lin- 


Mrs. “Mom” Miller Shreve- 
port and Carville’s lady bountiful, 
chieves her 83rd spring February 16. 
has spent the better part her 
years thinking others, many, 
many Carville well know. Among 
those who have firsthand knowledge 
her kindness are all the veterans here, 
the members the Legion Auxiliary, 
the staff (the young people who 
publish the weekly news sheet the 
school) the Sisters Charity, the handi- 
capped women patients, Mom’s “my 
and THE STAR staff, which 
considers our Mom one-woman sub- 
scription department. 

certainty that Carville will re- 
spond kind and shower her with gifts 
and warm messages affection. The 
one regret have that Mom has not 
been well enough recent years 
come Carville she once 

Happy birthday, Mom. May the oc- 
casion memorable one. 
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Dr. Janney and Cliff 
graphed THE STAR office. 


One the most interesting callers 
we've had some time signed our 
guest book November. was Dr. 
Harold Janney, Medical Director, Bu- 
reau Prisons, Washington, D.C. Dr. 
Janney was inspection tour 
federal prisons the South, but was 
quick add, “My visit Carville 
not professional” (your editor relaxed) 
However, interested Hansen’s 
disease medical problem and point- 
out that his Bureau depends upon 
the Public Health Service for medical 
and nursing care all prisoners. Dr. 
Janney originally from Hammond, 
La., and was the state visit rela- 
tives. has been with the Federal 
Prisons, Department Just- 
ice, for almost quarter century. 
Dr. Janney was accompanied Carville 
his brother, Cliff Janney, Baton 
Rouge, La. 


Dr. Kravetz and Dr. Knight. 


Allergy more and more being dis- 
cussed factor certain types 
Hansen’s disease, and this probably ac- 
counted for the visit here January 19, 
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two young physicians, Dr. Howard 
Kravetz and Dr. Vernon Knight from 
the National Institute for Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, Bethesda, Maryland. 
They conferred with Dr. Johnwick and 
then toured the hospital. 


Greeting friends here, one evening 
during the holidays, was this group 
visitors representing the Disabled 
merican Veterans Auxiliary. They are 
(L. R.) Mrs. Lisa Surgi, New Or- 


leans, Dept. Commander; Mrs. Perry 
Lucas, Baton Rouge, Dept. Hospital 
Chairman; and Mr. Lucas; Mrs. Noemi 
Schweitzer, Past Dept. Commander; and 
Mrs. Mary Floyd, National Executive 
Committeewoman, 6th Dist., New Or- 
leans. Mr. and Mrs. Lucas brought gifts 
from Capital City Chapter No. and 
Auxiliary Unit Veterans hospitalized 
here. 

Mrs. Lucas, frequent visitor Car- 
ville, was here again January 
take two Louisiana State University 
students tour the hospital, Miss 
Susie Tsukagoshi, Tokyo, Japan, and 
Mr. Louis Beck, Chicago, 

Two young priests from New Orle- 
ans, who had heard about Carville, but 
had never been here before, corrected 
that situation January 23. 
ing the hospital, Father Robert De- 
Grandis and Father Fraggiosa, 
stopped THE STAR office for 
packets informational material. 

Father William Podolack, pastor, 
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church, She- 
boygan, Wisconsin, had once visited 
the Kalaupapa Hansen’s Disease Settle- 
ment Molokai, Hawaii. So, when 
and his brother, Alfred Podolack, 
senior college student, Racine, Wis., va- 
cationed New Orleans during the 
Christmas Holidays, they took side 


long time subscriber THE STAR. 

Mrs. Eugene Pennebaker, New 
Orleans, one Carville’s staunchest 
friends, brought her house guest Miss 
Enid Robinson, Stobarrow, 
Wareham, England Carville, Jan. 


see the hospital and meet friends 
here. 


Revoir, Mrs. “G” 


Mrs. Grevemberg her desk. 


Mrs. Mamie Grevemberg, affection- 
ately called Mrs. “G” her students 
and friends, retires February after 
teaching this hospital for near- 
years. She was one the school’s 
first full time certified teachers and had 
much with improving the stand- 
ard our school. 


Mrs. “G” said, “As look back over 
the years spent Carville, count them 
among the happiest life. What 
can more rewarding teacher 
than the satisfaction seeing the fru- 
ition seeds planted somewhere along 
the educational path; giving love, 
along with helping hand, those 
return; working harmoniously with 
patients, teachers, Sisters, doctors and 
personnel; helping shape the cur- 
riculum make the school dominant 
part community life.” 


Mrs. “G” was born and reared the 
nearby village Carville, graduate 
Northwestern State College, Natchi- 
toches, and holds B.A. degree from 
Louisiana State University. 


She loves travel, has been Europe 
twice, visited Canada and Mexico sever- 
times, Guatemala, and states, in- 
cluding Hawaii, and leaving March 
round the world tour which 
will last about months. 


The students and faculty are giving 
Mrs. farewell party February 
15. are sure Mrs. “G” will back 
see her many friends this hospital 
from time time, it’s revoir, but 
not goodby, Mrs. and bon voyage. 


Early diagnosis and prompt treatment 
the heart the control program 
Hansen’s disease. Professional groups 
such medical societies, nurses, medi- 
cal and nursing students, etc., are urged 
write to: 

PHS Communicable Disease Center 

P.O. Box 185 
Georgia 
and book the film “Recognition 
Leprosy”. The film available 
charge, except return postage. 

The average patient entering this hos- 
pital has had the disease for five years 
more. Don’t let this happen the 
next fellow! 


The 


every public showing THE STAR’s 
two attractive picture displays attract 
many interested viewers. For most, 
was their first glimpse our modern 
hospital and they were favorably im- 
pressed with the pictures 
the colorful panels that tell the 
three-fold objectives THE STAR. 
Many went away with better under- 
standing about Hansen’s disease and 
the immense task undertaken THE 
STAR. 


The first public showing the small 
picture display was American Leg. 
ion Auxiliary meeting Maywood, 
nois, mid-April. Mrs. Velma Horns- 
by, Child Welfare Chairman, Maywood 
Unit 133, placed the display along with 
several copies THE STAR the 
dow for ten days. 


appeared next Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia, for the National Delta Zeta Con- 
vention, June 17-25. From there the 
display went Washington, D.C. for 
another Delta Zeta showing. Mrs. Nor- 
man Agler, Columbus, Ohio, who was 
charge the display for Delta Zeta 
had sent Grande STAR Chair- 
man John Harney, Duluth, Minne- 
sota, for the Forty and Eight Grande 
Promenade, July 21-22. 


Grand Chef Gare (Minnesota) Carl- 
son (center) presents STAR awards Chef 
Gares Voitures 580 and 1281 who 
tions. 


Harney also showed the new 16mm 
color-sound documentary film, 


Dec. Grand Cheminot meeting 
Minneapolis. 


The next hop for the panel display 
was Etna Green, Indiana, for spe- 
cial program Sept. Mrs. 
Good. 


During the entire month October 
the display traveled with Charles Lay- 
man, Forty Eight Grande Director 
Pennsylvania, addressed Forty 
and Eight Voitures his area 
effort promote better public un- 
derstanding about Hansen’s disease. 


Layman was impressed with the 
display that plans construct 
similar display his own. 


Mrs. Malvin Matteson, President, 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 69, 
Galata, Montana was not dismayed 
when her two earlier attempts book 
the display had failed, owing 
vious commitments. her third try 
she succeeded getting the display for 
the entire month December. made 
the round Auxiliary Unit meetings 
the area and was placed for public 
viewing along with several copies 
THE STAR the Galata Tri-County 
Library. 


Two earlier reports last year told 
where THE large picture dis- 
play had already been shown. Because 
its size and weight the large display 
has made fewer appearances than the 
small one. Its last showing was June 
24-26 the South Carolina Forty and 
Eight Grande Promenade Charleston. 


Robert Michael, Carville’s Recreation 
Supervisor has just completed another 
very attractive picture display for THE 
STAR. Now have two light-weight, 
easy-to-handle two-panel displays that 
can carried car trunk. 


For booking write to: Louis Boud- 
reaux, THE STAR, Carville, Louisiana. 


THE STAR will send the display 
you parcel post prepaid, but ask 
that you pay mailing costs back THE 
STAR the next point destina- 
tion.—L.B. 

The minute film available the 
public, particularly civic clubs, church so- 
cieties, women’s groups, etc. For booking 


contact Communicable Disease Center, Au- 
diovisual Section, Atlanta, 22, Georgia. 


Rehab Chairman, ALA Tells 
Story Carville Southern Conference 
from page 11) 


group was impressed with the film 
that the Louisiana Auxiliary members 
talked buying copy for their de- 
partment for distribution throughout 
the state schools, churches and other 
organizations. 


FAMILIAR McKay found 
herself familiar ground THE 
pressroom. veteran many years news- 
paper work, Mrs. McKay was correspondent 
for several newspapers including the Phila- 
delphia Evening Bulletin and now social 
editor the Springfield Press. 


After lunch, the visiting group met 
with members the local B.L. Spann 
Unit 188 American Legion Auxiliary, 


result her interest Carville, 
Mrs. McKay says she plans stress 
STAR subscriptions all gatherings 
she attends. “This year have been 
urging, all meetings that have at- 
tended, that more people subscribe 
THE STAR. There should more 
than 1,500 subscriptions all the Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliaries,” she says. 


Mrs. McKay’s visit will doubtless 
prove beneficial for the patients Car- 
ville, for she wasted time telling 
others what she had learned and ob- 


viously energetic worker small 
ability. 


SUBSCRIBERS ATTENTION 
When writing about change 
address, sending your subscrip- 
tion, kindly address your envelope to: 


THE STAR 
Pt. Clair Br. P.O. Box 325 
Carville, Louisiana 
Checks money orders for subscrip- 


tions should made payable THE 
STAR. 
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Monday, November 


The first day the conference was de- 
voted the clinical problems the 
and the problems related treatment. 

the morning selected cases were 
shown the conferees. These were chosen 
illustrate early lesions, problems diag- 
nosis, and also the classical features the 
disease. 


Clinical Diagnosis Leprosy, Dr. Paul 
Fasal 


Following these clinical presentations, Dr. 
aul Fasal, who consultant leprosy 
the PHS Hospital San Francisco, pre- 
numerous cases leprosy from his 
experience, especially from the standpoint 
differential diagnosis leprosy from 
other dermatologic conditions. illustrated 
filariasis, erythematosus, neuro- 
and several dermatophytoses, 
emphasizing the frequency with which 
ordinary seborrheic dermatitis comes into 
consideration. All the lesions shown were 
illustrated both clinical photographs and 
sized the importance biopsies diagnosis, 
which will serve confirm the absence 
bacilli the lesions, and also serve 
valuable baseline indication for treat- 
ment. Dr. Fasal interlarded his excellent 
pictures with equally fine photographs taken 
his travels Japan and Samoa. 

The clinic the San Francisco hospital, 
which opened January this year, has 
registered thus far patients, whom 
have been found have leprosy. these 
are longer the list, several having been 
admitted the Carville Hospital. 


Discussion 


Dr. R.G. Cochrane (London) warmly 
greed with Dr. Fasal the value bi- 
opsies leprosy, and stated that his ex- 
periences India large proportion the 
lesions which arose could 
proven leprosy. This question the 
hypopigmented lesions was further raised 
Dr. Byron Olson, (Carville) 
systematic procedure surveying for lep- 
rosy, all hypopigmented lesions popu- 
lation were biopsied, quite without regard 
any index suspicion leprosy. Dr. 


Vincent Derbes, (Tulane, New Orleans) how- 
ever, pointed out that there are other con- 
ditions, such pytiriasis alba, so-called, 
which common condition during the 
winter New Orleans, especially among 
colored children, which the incidence 
leprosy would negligible, this being 
and mild affair. Dr. Fernando 
Latapi (Mexico) suggested that the hista- 
mine test could used easily these cases, 
which, negative, would eliminate leprosy 
etiologic factor, and closed 
the discussion with the thought that this 
might serve reduce the problem materially 
size. 


Dr. Robert Cochrane 


Following Dr. Fasal, Dr. Cochrane lectured 
upon the varieties leprosy, which dis- 
cussed from the parasite-host relationship, 
avoiding what called the undulating 
fashion talking about leprosy from the 
primary attitudes classification. 
ficld approach biopsy becomes essential 
the dominance the host 
the parasite. Dr. Cochrane treated the bacil- 
lus inert organism, which somehow 
gets into the skin nerve, where definite 
mechanism develops, regardless portal 
entry, means deposition the 
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bacillus. 

Where there resistance the or- 
ganism, the bacillus merely treated 
the host pretty much any inert foreign 
matter, being phagocytized the granulo- 
mas, invading the nerves with little 
definite tissue reaction. This the sim- 
ple course lepromatous leprosy. the 
other hand, when the tissue response 
quickly developed, and effective degree 
and quality, there abundant cellular 
reaction, with the resulting picture tu- 
leprosy. the majority cases 
the United States, the result usually 
not characteristically one the other 
these effects. There stage during which 
both processes may evident, and this 
dimorphous leprosy, which may, true, 
progress either direction. dimorphous 
leprosy, any time, either parasite host 
may gain dominance. order place the 
patient relation his disease 
necessary consider the tissue response, 
the clinical response, and the immunologic 
status, grasp the full picture the dis- 
ease. 

The differences response may seen 
clinically observing the different vari- 
eties macules, they occur the differ- 
ent types. lepromatous macules the ab- 
sence clear-cut margins related the 
absence clear-cut tissue response, and 
the bacilli within nerves evoke cellular 
reaction. tuberculoid leprosy, the con- 
trary, there marked cellular reaction 
nerves, and the lesions clinically 
have sharp borders defined the tissue 
changes. dimorphous leprosy examina- 
tion the tissue response may yield some 
inferences the probable progression into 
leproma, regression, with tuberculoid 
changes dominating the picture. Both 
the absolute extremes are somewhat less 
common than those cases which something 
both present. 

important many cases with 
tissue response proceed cautiously with 
Not only may they improve with- 
out treatment, but overly zealous treatment 
may cause them into serious reaction. 
Until the tissue response 
even somewhat subsided, treatment may 
wisely postponed. 


Studies Nasal Washings Leprosy, 
Dr. Charles Shepard 


The afternoon session opened with pre- 
sentation Dr. C.C. Shepard, (Atlanta, 
Ga.) his experiences with nasal washings 
from leprosy patients. The washings are 
made with saline solution, which cen- 
trifugal concentration reduced 
this amount, small measured 
drops are fixed and stained and 
the bacilli are then counted standard 
procedure, has been found that this gives 
good repeatable results, with daily wash- 
ings showing little change from day day. 
requires about 10,000 organisms the 
concentrate for bacilli found. 
The highest readings have run 
billion. 

When counts are made over monthly in- 
tervals, found that following sulfone 
treatment they drop materially 
months. This drop fairly dramatic, and 
symptoms. Dr. Shepard suggested that this 
device might useful means evaluat- 
ing drug effectiveness more rapidly than 
possible from assessment clinical 
hacteriological improvement, and might 
used screening procedure for new 
drugs. 


Discussion 


Because the experiences with strepto- 
hydrazide Dr. Cochrane was not keen about 


this procedure. Streptohydrazide produces 
rapid and good results the nasal lesions 
leprosy, but fails generally effective 
agent. thought that the only way 
drug the hard way, with close 
observation over period two years. Dr. 
Shepard agreed that the final response 
the patient the final thing that counts, 
but that finding such with streptohy- 
drazide would not invalidate the procedure, 
which would not final judgment 
drug value. 

Dr. S.S. Barkulis (Ciba, Summit, 
stressed the difficulties involved generally 
the trial new drugs. Arduous and ex- 
rensive synthesis may mandatory, and, 
this must followed prolonged trial 
period, chemotherapy group will 
activated under such difficulties, and 
may well give advance. Therefore, 
any more rapid procedure, even la- 
belled ‘pre-screening’ test, such Dr. 
Shepard suggested, may valid. 

Dr. Cochrane stressed that with sulfones 
one measuring terms the parent 
sulfone. Too large doses 
have been the tendency the past and the 
parent sulfone preferred given mouth, 
when there are complications. When 
sulfones are quite out the question, 
the case now and then, Ciba 1906 the 
preferred drug. Although its effect not 
quite good, nontoxic and may 
used with little risk. Combined drug usage 
not usually indicated. 

far the effects Etisul have been too 
variable and will not have effect 
sulfone resistant cases. recent journal 
two articles Etisul occur the same 
issue, one commending the drug, the other 
defining without value. Only the com- 
pletely fresh lepromatous case eligible, 
rapidly developing resistance the 
rule. 

Dr. Cochrane further raised the idea that 
leprosy the point has been reached, 
using combinations drugs, 
and stated that certainly Ciba 1906 
nice ‘combination drug.’ 


Leprosy the Eye, Dr. James Allen 


Dr. James Allen (Tulane, New Orleans) 
discussed and illustrated leprosy the eye, 
which has been studying for years. 
This study suggests that thorough investi- 
gation the eye may help somewhat the 
study leprosy generally. 

The external lesions the brow, lashes, 
and perhaps other structures, were men- 
tioned briefly. There are four essential 
basic lesions leprosy the eye, 
episcleritis, (2) keratitis, (3) iritis, and (4) 
cyclitis. Important secondary lesions, 
other conditions the eye, are 
scarring and calcification the cornea, 
secondary senechiae between iris and ad- 
jacent structures, secondary glaucoma, and 
cataract. severe leprosy the eye atrophy 
the globe may the end result. 


Dr. Allen limited his discussion the 
changes the cornea, which illustrated 
with numerous slit-lamp drawings and 
photomicrographs. 


The earliest change seen leprosy consists 
transitory opacities the corneal nerves. 
These may appear and disappear, with 
without treatment, and repeated attacks 
usually occur before other changes begin. 
These appear associated with invasion 
the nerves bacilli the limbus the 
cornea. 

The subsequent changes consist three 
processes, which may present combi- 
nation, and with progression the process 
will probably all present. These consist 
superficial avascular keratitis, which 
minute lesions spread centrally, and may 


continued next page 
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eventually involve much the cornea. When 
these are associated with vascularity they 
are called ‘pannus.’ addition, intersti- 
tial keratitis may also occur. 

Leprosy the cornea further compli- 
cated exposure keratitis, which 
ficial corneal ulcerations may occur, possibly 
combination with other lesions the 
The exposure, this case, usually the 
result lid paralysis, with drying the 
cornea. 


Discussion 


Following Dr. Allen’s presentation, there 
was discussion what drug-fastness 
leprosy might mean. Dr. entered 
the speculation that might associated 
with slowed metabolic rate the bacilli, 
seen with other bacteria. When given 
organism becomes fast one particular 
drug, will many cases exhibit fastness 
whole spectrum drugs, suggesting 
that material metabolic alteration has 
occurred. There real possibility that 
sulfone-fastness the correct designation, 
the drug fastness may general and not 
sulfones alone. Dr. Fite supported this idea 
with the thought that the difference lep- 
rosy different countries might also 
attributable differences bacterial me- 
tabolism under different environments. 
the drug-resistant cases one begins 
something which almost new type 
leprosy, not occurring spontaneously. 

Dr. Emmanuel Grunberg 
Roche, Nutley N.J.) took material exception 
some the ideas put forth. pointed 
out particular that strains 
rendered drug resistant, even though they 
showed altered morphology, did not show 
differences metabolic rate, and stated that 
cross-resistance spectrum antibiotics 
has not been shown related meta- 
bolic differences, doubting that this was the 
case with drug-resistant leprae. Dr. 
John Hanks (Baltimore, Md.) expressed 
what called his ‘diffuse ideas’ pointing 
out that the organism does not, volition, 
set out anything. organism its 
normal environment uses those metabolic 
pathways most ready it, but when the 
environment altered, may merely use 
another pathway, favorable it. 


Tuesday, Nov. 


Dr. E.B. Johnwick (Carville) opened the 
day’s meeting with consideration 
the many problems which institution 
such Carville faces. With cases coming 
from all parts the world, with its obli- 
gation admit patients 
citizenship nationality, with its anxiety 
promote the best care for the patient both 
within and without the hospital, the matter 
travels far beyond the simple expedients 
hospital administration. 


Leprosy Hawaii, Dr. Hirschy 


Dr. Ira Hirschy, the Division Han- 
sen’s disease the State Department 
Health, Hawaii, gave detailed account 
the situation Hawaii today and the 
methods used meeting the problem. all 
the United States, Hawaii has been active 
leprosy the longest time, and its attitudes 
and treatments have undergone numerous 
and progressive changes over the 
There has been diminishing 
number new cas2s occurring the 
with the number still falling during 
the past decade. Like Carville, the intro- 
duction sulfones has considerably altered 
the picture the patient populations 
Hawaii’s two leprosy institutions, with 
good number drug-fast cases, and 
greatly increased number discharges. 

The state Hawaii has for many 
operated carefully organized program 
leprosy, providing for careful examination 
contacts, not once but many times 
annual intervals. Discharged patients are not 
finally discharged from surveys until they 
have remained arrested for period 
years. Meanwhile all the state’s rehabili- 
tation and employment services are made 
available, and large conscientious effort 
succeeding returning the patient 


wholly normal existence, free obligation 
eleemosynary agencies, and able lead 
life any other. 

1949 Hawaii got rid leprosy calling 
Hansen’s Disease, with extensive amend- 
ments the law. Now the problem that 


used exist with 
Hansen’s Disease. 

Leprosy appears have spread rapidly 
Hawaii, when first introduced, and 
1865 leprosy segregation laws were estab- 
lished, with two facilities, Kalaupapa, and 
Kalihi-kai, Honolulu. great changes 
were made until 1949, when the department 
health decided send new cases 
Kalaupapa, result sulfone treatment. 

The height leprosy Hawaii was be- 
tween 1880-1890, new cases, and num- 
bers segregated, with maximum i200 
cases the rolls. During the last five- 
year periods, the number new cases have 
been 30, 24, and 16, annually. Half these 
are usually reported privately, and the aver- 
age age the new patient has increased 
35. Only patients under years age 
have keen encountered the last years. 

Sixty-eight percent are native born, with 
the Philippines contributing the greatest 
outside load. These last are chiefly young 
males, unmarried, and are mostly discovered 
within few years after 

The Hansen’s Disease division maintains 
contact registry about 600, with annual 
examinations for years. Twenty-two 
cases from this registry have been placed 
under treatment the last years. The 
infection rate patients’ children was re- 
ported forty-two percent Worth 
1903. But from 1929, after children were 
separated from parents birth, new 
case has been found patient’s child. 
Such children are followed for years. 

Kalaupapa there are still old lepro- 
matous cases under treatment. The Division 
Hansen’s Disease carries out the entire 
leprosy program the State 
under single administrative control. How 
much isolation has contributed the de- 
creasing incidence not known, but the 
State hopes that continuing current practices 
will succeed elimination new locally 
arising cases within another years, and 
with the figures continuing favorably down- 
ward believe its policies correct far 
its own State concerned. 


leprosy exists with 


Leprosy Dr. Gottlieb 
Orth, Dept. Public Health, State 
California, Berkeley 


California’s modern leprosy program be- 
gan when Dr. Herman Gray 1953 set 
the new policies, without much alteration 
having been made the years its 
operations. Dr. Gray went into far-reaching 
details covering every possible aspect, and 
the has proven generally 
applicable, the good Original 
organization. 

the time that Dr. Gray organized 
work, records 524 cases leprosy 
California from 1920 onward were uncov- 
ered. The exact number added since not 
available, but there are this time 180 
cases the California register, with 
additional 540 contacts being regularly 
examined. 

The diagnosis leprosy California 
not very well made, generally, and most 
the diagnoses come the health depart- 
ment through its two consultants, Drs. Fa- 
sal and Obermeier (Los Angeles). They 
turn have most the cases referred 
them from one source another. 

the cases leprosy California, 
percent were born Mexico, and per- 
cent lived California less than ten years. 
other contributors, Oceania, including the 
Philippines, Tahiti, Samoa, etc., the larg- 
est group, but our cases are very widely 
derived, and are seeing today number 
foreign students scholarships the 
United Stetes. 

The annual new cases, 18, 
has not changed much, but the population 
California has risen third the 
past decade. Our contact studies are proba- 
bly not particularly valuable epidemiologi- 
cally, because many cases the contacts 


are other states other countries, far 
beyond our reach. have one patient, how- 
ever, great family lady, who receives an- 


nual visits from most her contacts. 
all the cases California about half 
are labelled inactive. 


During recent months have made 
survey see how well our program was 
working. carried out through county 
health units, not through state agency. 
The question infectiousness continu- 
ally brought up, but our experience 
that the patients are most cooperative, and 
will accept reasonable restrictions, when 
thoughtfully explained. think the total 
number cases California probably 
twice that the rolls. want know 
them all, not only from the health-communi- 
standpoint, but because think 
can much help them the long 
run. 


Leprosy Mexico, Dr. Latapi 


Every problem Mexico somehow 
also problem the United States, and 
vice versa. Mexico contributes cases 
leprosy the United States, must re- 
membered that the United States has con- 
tributed ‘coccidioidomycosis Mexico, 

question Mexico, that dermatologist 
may not ignore it, and the organization 
leprosy work largely carried out this 
area. There only single leprosy hospital, 
with 300 400 patients, Mexico, and this 
not the center activity, but rather the 
dermatology centers Mexico City, Guada- 
lajara, and Pascus. The latest official num- 
ber cases leprosy Mexico between 
and thousands, but this figure must 
multiplied several times, perhaps 
obtain the real number cases. Leprosy 
heavier the western and central parts 
Mexico, but there probably district 
free it. Although the incidence for the 
country whole may not extraordinary, 
compared some other countries, there are 
areas Mexico which very high. 

There segregation Mexico. Cases 
are referred the hospital from the derma- 
tology centers, but the patients are not com- 
pelled stay. With broad pro- 
gram, and the availability sulfones, pa- 
tients are now voluntarily appearing for 
treatment. 

The leprosy program Mexico 
ticularly interested discovering new and 
early cases, especially children, and 
getting them under treatment. The value 
sulfone treatment has changed not only the 
medical, but the lay, attitude toward the 
disease. Mexico the early indeterminate 
cases more often develop into the lepro- 
matous type, and Sinaloa, the ironically 
styled lepra bonita because its early stage 
one the worst forms the disease. 

feel that leprosy needs taught 
much more courses dermatology 
medical schools, and that when the derma- 
tologist aware leprosy, through 
him that the greatest progress will made. 

Our project, extend leprosy work 
throughout Mexico, still somewhat tenu- 
ous, but hope the end 1962 have 
the work time-table extended all parts 
the country. 

1955 the Mexican law was changed, and 
there are longer any drastic regulations. 
The difficult problem the country, where 
there are many very small towns, and trans- 
portation difficult, ox-carts still being 
needed places But even small rural dis- 
pensaries, well run, can accomplish much 
good work, and unearth many new cases. 
The church and the school are eager 
learn, and even the most meager equipment 
stop their enthusiasm, the teach- 
ing provided. The approach leprosy 
through consideration the comfort and 
feelings the people most important. 


Social Services Leprosy Mexico, 
Sister Catalina Marie Montego, Mexico 
City 

From the point view the social 
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worker there clear dissociation the 
social aspect leprosy. Mexico when 
patient comes the clinic, first all 
interviewed the social worker, who tries 
put him ease, gives him little re- 
freshment, asks almost questions, and 
earnestly tries establish rapport. 
moral confidence must quickly 
elevated, because often arrives mood 
depression. Later photograph taken, 
but with colors psychologically the favor 
the patient. Often his personal problems 
are more consequence him than his 
disease, and these may actuality even 
more difficult solve. 

try develop the individual’s person- 
ality stature. With children this not 
difficult, but with adults proceed slowly, 
and eventually ask permission visit his 
home, order study the situation 
first hand. difficult few words 
give the patient comprehension the 
treatment planned for him, and this becomes 
more human relations matter than 
scientific problem, even though 
this highly technical question, 


Dr. Byron Olson 


The only firm figures leprosy the 
United States are the 2,047 Carville admis- 
sions date. The total number cases, 
not known, but what needed not 
number, but the information who has 
the disease, and where found. 
Epidemiology study cannot advance 
significantly until this basic information 
hand. 

Studies leprosy the United States 
have largely been those single men, 
rather than concerted continuing efforts. 
Kluth’s review leprosy contacts Tex- 
was useful study, but lacked incorpora- 
tion into larger effort, and ended when 
the student entered another field. 
review the data obtained from Carville 
has been most useful backlog findings. 

However the real problem not the fig- 
ure for any one state area, for any one 
year decade, but the information that 
brings out the latent areas infection 
throughout the country. One the diffi- 
culties the past has been that Carville 
has not been able follow its patients 
after discharge. Then they cease 
Carville cases. They return the field 
general medicine, and contact lost. 
The contact problem this mobile 
country enormous. have had one 
case with contacts states, ranging 
over 1500 mile radius. The situation 
further illustrated look the last 125 
new case admissions; these came from 
states, from Texas, from California, 
from Louisiana, and from Florida. But 
addition these there were the other 
from other states other countries. 

apparent that complaints about this 
difficulty are futile. must emerge from 
the dark ages mysticism, which 
lock the disease into secrecy. Leprosy 
not like the common cold, and diagnosis 
renders the patient service. 

With the advent sulfones are now 
discharging positive well 
cases, and the possibilities spread from 
these cases seem demand better grasp 
and control, least the sense being 
able account for the effect discharg- 
ing active cases. 

Although the state Hawaii maintains 
careful registry its cases, also 
Florida and California, the question 
whether genuine control can ob- 
tained without some form national regis- 
ter cases. many states the problem 
one state one time 
great suggest registry for that state. 
Louisiana, naturally, the Carville regis- 
try Louisiana cases acts the Louisiana 
registry. But with people travelling more 
and more, free move and settle where 
they will, with contacts and potential cases 
widely disseminated, the suggestion 
national registry cases and contacts 
forceful suggestion, which appears es- 
sential, are obtain firm answers 
about leprosy, and are derive 
precise knowledge the infectiousness 
leprosy, what local conditions the 
infectiousness, and what proper control 
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requires, may not require. are not 
going get very far sound epidemiologic 
information about leprosy the United 
States without some sort national 
try, consisting permanent file all 
cases and contacts the United States 
and possessions. 

For need begin with 
little more than 
data the individual and where can 
found. 

register can become frightening play- 
thing those who like figures. The data 
onto cards that increase numbers and 
sizes, requiring cross-indexing equipment 
and clerical assistance, until the register 
becomes more concern than the disease 
was designed cover. This not the 
thought. The thought that without some- 
thing this sort good control leprosy, 
the patients’ own interests, will continue 
intangible. 


Comments the epidemiology ques- 
tions. 


Dr. Orth: Many patients become lost 
from changing names from marriage, 
from anglicization names. This makes 
follow-up difficult, more than the use 
aliases, which probably not problem 
for the present future. Too many pa- 
tients not have social security numbers, 
for these generally useful, although 
they might some help. 

reality, the situation with respect 
contacts much more serious tubercu- 
losis than leprosy, and have problems 
tuberculous patients assistance 
checking contacts. act much more 
strongly with tuberculosis than with lepro- 
sy. elementary that careful tact 
necessary, even Dr. Johnwick has point- 
out respect venereal diseases, but 
can done, and can prove effective. 

Dr. Cochrane: Britain every 
confidentially notifiable the ministry 
would need full-time officer, and having 
the disease notifiable confidential basis 
would appear its success. 
clear that some the states the 
state register can act the primary source 
information, where such exists and 
kept up. 

necessary face the issue honestly 
with regard fears leprosy. 

Dr. Orth: The difficulty about confiden- 
tiality that physicians not always 
maintain that supposed confidentiality with 
respect reportable diseases. Even our 
own state health officers have been known 
use improper means get patients into 
hospitals. registry will surely give trouble 
for while,. but start must made some- 
where, with good preparation which can 
forestall many the difficulties. 

Dr. Hirschy: From Hawaii there rather 
little movement and from the states, 
that Hawaii not faced with quite the 
same problem. course some patients 
pass through, perhaps after brief stay, 
and registry might serve identify these 
cases. 

The names our patients are confiden- 
tial, and are only released people with 
proper authority engaged health work. 

Dr. James Molloy (Jacksonville, Fla., 
Leprosy notifiable confidential basis, 
and this makes very difficult follow-up 
work, well examination contacts. 
This year there will considerable change 
made the Florida regulations, and one 
wonders whether the secrecy should not 
dropped. 

Dr. Latapi: theory secrecy bad, but 
practice, the physician enjoys the con- 
his patient, learns great 
deal more about contacts, and Mexi- 
prefer the confidential registration. 

Dr. V.C. Tipton (Austin, Texas State Dept. 
Health): The state Texas has regis- 
try, and difficult see how progress 
can made without one. 

During the discussion, Drs. Fasal, Hirschy, 
Hanks, Derbes, and others called attention 
many the facets the registry 
tion. 


The report pages 19, 20, and 
covers only the first two days the 
Carville Conference Leprosy, No- 
vember 7-10. The proceedings the 
last two days the Conference, devoted 
high powered research, will appea 
the next issue THE STAR. Re- 
prints the Conference proceedings 
(four days) will available from THE 
STAR without charge request. 

The Conference was taped and the 
proceedings were prepared from the 
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Service 
Recognized 


Nancy Hore, Seamstress Hale Mo- 
halu, Hansen’s Disease Treatment and 
Rehabilitation Center, Pearl City, 
near Honolulu, Hawaii, has had 
been with the State Board Health’s 
Division Hansen’s Disease since 1915. 


Also recently recognized for long ser- 
vice with the Division Hansen’s Dis- 
ease Hawaii were: Dr. Edwin 
Chung-Hoon, years; Dr. Grace Hedg- 
cock, years; Amelia Betts, years; 
Ann North, years; Agnes Light, 
29, Kalani Kee, 31, Hercules 
Mendonca, 31, Dorothy Wright, 28, 
Julia Bryant, 28, Mary Ezera, 34, Annie 
Garcia, 26, Buster Pononui, 26, and 
Hisayo Sato, 33, all from Hale Mohalu, 
Sister Ann, 27, and Sister Maria 
Celine, 27, from Kalaupapa, Molokai 
Settlement. 


Carville 


1960, Carville said farewell 
Emile Peltier and Dan Lorraine, 
each whom has completed over 
years service. Both received mention 
the Surgeon General’s Bulletin, Dec. 
1960. 


Other Carville employees who retired 
1960 were: Dr. William Meyer, 
Sister Hilary Ross, years; Adolph 
Hernandez, years; Charlie Smith, 
years; Easmon Street, years; Wilson 
Benoit, years; and Edwin Gas- 
pard, years. 


Still the job, and soon hon- 
ored with length service are the fol- 
lowing employees: Austin Barbay, 
Tom Brown, Jr., George Engler, and 
Henry Hoffman, for 30-year awards; 
Demas Braud, Max Hoffman, 
Henry Monroe, Onier Robertson, 
Sister Angela Rodriguez and Cleve- 
land York, for 20-year awards. 
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The Stand 


High Points the Year 1960 Reported THE STAR 


Looking back over our shoulder 
the events which paraded through the 
pages THE STAR 1960, see 
without surprise strange procession 
large events, small events, handsome 
events and some repulsive sin. 
Here will place STAR readers 
the reviewing stand and briefly march 
some the high points the year past 
full view. 

all odds the most sensational story 
the year was the unfounded report 
that American Samoa the spread 
assumed “ominous propor- 
tions” and here for the first time, THE 
STAR writes the final chapter that 
sorry story. 

This yarn was husbanded Dr. 
Donald Donohugh, young civilian 
medical officer Pago Pago, who de- 
liberately released the press strange 
and frightening account which was the 
basis for several newspaper stories and 
one notably frothy piece TIME mag- 
azine March 28, 1960. THE STAR 
(March-April 1960) took the position 
that there was room for considerable 
doubt that Dr. Donohugh’s fears had 
any basis fact and the most recent 
developments vindicated our stand, 
(Charges Leprosy Epidemic Amer- 
ican Samoa not Confirmed, see page 
10). 

Dr. Lawrence Win- 
ter, then Director Medical Services, 
American Samoa, who was maligned 
the TIME article being 
Dr. Donohugh’s cries, tells that 
the report shows that the score the 
Manua group outer islands, was al- 
most zero. those islands, Dr. Dono- 
hugh had said that 153 out 1,521 peo- 
ple showed suspicious signs and that 
cases the individual was marked 
that could diagnose so-called leprosy 
the spot. 

Fact is, cases the registry were 
found not cases although 
they had been treated such for many 
months. Here again rely Dr. Win- 
ter because the full report has not been 
made available THE STAR. 

Dr. Donohugh was all wet, other 
words, but had the upstart gall 
threaten sue THE STAR did 
not retract our previous article. TIME 
magazine will doubtless take advantage 
this opportunity unfair, which 
they with regularity. They gave much 
attention Dr. Donohugh’s wild claims, 
but will they now print the truth? 

much for that story. Here are 
others which put appearances THE 
STAR during 1960. They appear not 


order importance, but are grouped 
subject matter. 


Science 


New laboratory for research 
and training investigators opened 
Johns Hopkins School Hygiene 
and Public Health, Baltimore, Md., re- 
ported Jan.-Feb. STAR. 

Twenty-six medical missionaries, doc- 
tors and nurses attend seminar here 
March 1-4 sponsored the PHS and 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
New York, reported Mar.-Apr. STAR. 

Forty-six scientists converge Car- 
ville for four-day conference Nov. 7-10, 
Nov.-Dec. STAR. 

The fifth major study the Leonard 
Wood Memorial’s Clinical Evaluation 
series gets under way with $43,998 grant 
from the National Institutes Health, 
(research arm the Public Health 
Service) Mar.-Apr. STAR. 

THE STAR was first, 
thanks Dr. Ross Innes, London, 
report symposium leprosy held 
the International Academy Path- 
ology London. 

Concerted research assault 
launched through National Institutes 
Health research grants universities 
and non-governmental institutions 
($230,943) plus $124,000 grant the 
Carville laboratory, July-Aug., Sept.- 
Oct. STARs. 

Significant breakthrough appears imi- 
nent with report that Dr. Chapman 
Binford, Washington, may have success- 
fully inoculated rats with the Hansen 
bacillus, hitherto never done, July-Aug. 
STAR. 

STAR carried report 8th World 
Congress, International Society for the 
Welfare Cripples, which changed its 
name International Society for Re- 
habilitation the Disabled, recognizing 
that the death the word “cripple” 
would much forward their cause 
and, for the first time its history, the 
Society had section so-called lep- 
rosy, Sept.-Oct. STAR. “The death 
word” appealed most. You know 
why. 

Dr. Robert “Call leprosy and 
done with it” Cochrane, London, one 
the world’s leading authorities 
this field, spends nine weeks Carville, 
his second visit one year and the 
longest ever, Nov.-Dec. STAR. 


Progress 
New out-patient clinic for Hansen’s 


disease opens the PHS 
San Francisco, Calif., STAR. 


Hope stimulated for plastic and re- 
constructive surgery with report 
Dr. Hugh Johnson, Rockford, 
(written especially for the Mar.-Apr. 
STAR) and papers presented con- 
vention American Society Plastic 
and Reconstructive Surgery, Los An- 
geles, (Nov.-Dec. STAR) both events 
giving rise hope for plastic surgery 
program here, thus far sadly lacking. 


Friends Carville 


Chaplain and Mrs. Carl Elder leave 
Carville for new assignment with Ameri- 
can Leprosy Missions, Inc., after 
years devoted service here, Jan.-Feb.; 
STAR. 

Internationally known biochemist 
this field, Sister Hilary Ross leaves Car- 
ville after years for new duties 
hospital for children Japan, all 
the age 66, July-Aug. STAR. 

Dr. William Meyer, leaves Car- 
ville after serving chief, clinical 
branch here, and directing the outpa- 
tient clinic the PHS Hospital, New 
Orleans. Dr. Meyer was the last Car- 
ville’s veterans the clinical field, 
July-Aug. STAR. 


The Local Scene 


Ham radio station for patients goes 
into operation, STAR 

Ten patient couples (all whom 
met and married after becoming patients 
here) moved into new 
ern cottages Suburbia. Magical trans- 
formation from shabby prefabs 
new cottages for staff. Sept.-Oct. STAR. 

Housing transformation this hos- 
with one dormitory 
building converted apartments 
for married couples (the Town House) 
and another building converted 
rooms with private bath, hotel style 
(the Carville Hilton, you please) 
Noc.-Dec. STAR. 


Hospital volunteers, sparked Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary, begin work here, 
Nov.-Dec. STAR. 


Communication 


STAR’s urging, the Assn. State 
and ‘Territorial Health Officers goes 
record opposing unnecessary publicity 
so-called leprosy cases and reports 
its Newsletter, Jan.-Feb. STAR. 

STAR opened campaign update 
and make accurate the information 
campaign which hit pay dirt and con- 
tinues into 1961, May-June STAR, 
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Increased International Interest Re- 


habilitation Patients Inspires 
Important Meetings 


from page 15) 


tian Medical College, Vellore, India; 
Dr. Howard Rusk, Institute Phy- 
sical Medicine and Rehabilitation; Dr. 
Daniel Riordan, Tulane University, 
New Orleans; Dr. Alan Nicol, 
PHS Hospital, Carville; Dr. James 
Doull, Medical Director, Leonard Wood 
Memorial, Washington, D.C.; Dr. Jose 
Aravelo, Departmental Observer, 
U., Bellevue Medical Center; Mrs. Nor- 
Hasselblad, representing her hus- 
band, Dr. Oliver Hasselblad, Presi- 
dent, American Leprosy Missions, 
Dr. Masayoshi Itoh, Dept. Physical 
Medicine and Rehab., N.Y.U., Bellevue 
Medical Center; Eugene Taylor, 
World Rehabilitation Fund; Dr. Wil- 
liam White, University Pittsburg; 
Dr. Mary Verghese, N.Y.U. Bellevue 
Medical Center; Mrs. Margaret Pope 
Hovey, Beverly Hills, Calif., the Pope 
Foundation; Mr. Hall Popham, Pres- 
ident, International Society for Rehabil- 
itation the Disabled; Miss Helen 
Holodnak, and Donald Wilson the 
ISRD. 


COMING EVENTS 


The annual pool and billiard tourna- 
ment sponsored the Patients’ Feder- 
tion began January and will run 
about two weeks. 


The Esso mixed chorus Baton 
Rouge, under the direction Loren 
Davidson will entertain the theater 
February 19. 


FOR YOUR 
BANKING 


Your Mail Box 
our Teller’s Window 


Checking Accounts 
Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, 
Money Orders, 
Travelers’ Cheques 
* * * 


Louisiana 
National Bank 


Baton Rouge 
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The Reviewing Stand 
(cont’d from page 22) 


MEDICAL TRIBUNE, Nov. 28, week- 
professional paper, carried two col- 
umn spread captioned “Magazine’s Edi- 
tor Deplores Articles 
Nov.-Dec. STAR. 

STAR cites unfairness chapter 
so-called leprosy James Michener’s 
protracted novel Hawaii, Mar.-Apr. 
STAR. 

New PHS film, “Management the 
Leprosy Patient” for distribution 
lay groups released, STAR. 

SCOPE WEEKLY, published Phy- 
sicians News Service, Inc., carries article 
THE STAR and its educational 
program, May-June STAR. (SCOPE 
folded shortly thereafter.) 

SATURDAY EVENING POST 
prints article Steven Spencer, “Ban- 
ishing the Horror making 
major contribution better understand- 
ing the disease, Sept.-Oct. STAR. 

Rev. Elder contributes article IN- 
TERNATIONAL JOURNAL 
LIGIOUS EDUCATION, reaching vast 
and important audience with facts 


disease, Sept.-Oct. STAR. 

press panel program reaches 200, 
000 California, STAR. 

Joey Guerrero Lau, heroine Philip- 
pine Underground and former patient, 
appears West Coast 
Nov.-Dec. STAR. 

Every issue THE STAR 1960, 
past years our “In the Press’ 
page protested vast amount misin- 
formation about so-called 
appearing some newspapers and mag- 
azines and protested objectionable 
terminology from whatever source, from 
the clergy Hollywood columnists, 
this, addition the hundreds and 
hundreds protest letters wrote. 


International 


THE STAR’s request American 
Legion Auxiliary aided patients Cu- 
lion Sanitarium, Philippines, 
phoons; Carville patients send eight 
boxes clothing. 

every issue carry articles about 
Hansen’s disease other countries, and 
letters from patients, doctors, nurs- 
and missionary workers far away 
places, sometimes acting 
tween such groups. 


Congratulations the very fine issue 
the Star (November-December 1960). 
just received and read from cover 
cover. The stories Joey Lau and Dr. 
Brand, this and previous issues, particu- 
arly caught attention, since had the 
privilege having them here. Thanks too 
for the fine story about Ray Currier. 

All the credit you have given Joey 
well earned, would say. was present for 
the interview with Paul Coates and saw 


the strain she was under and the effort 
cost her. Her reaction her fellow work- 
ers, which you reported, typical her 
fine spirit. was joy have met her 
and to have had a part by arranging the 
interview, with your help. 

Rev. Dayid Todd 

Western Regional Director 

American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 

North Hollywood, California 


TEENAGER HEP 


has often been said “Men are but 
children larger growth.” That believe, 
yet teenage strives attain manhood. 

For the past four years have sent 
Carville for added decoration the school 
Christmas tree, five dollars earned 
personal service, alone. has been 
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pleasure earn and learn and yearn more 
about disease that should talked about 
the open, its progress lauded, its future 
predicted favorably, its awfulness tossed 
overboard. 

Here Nicky Hayes, age Octo- 
ber 27, ninth grade student Greenacres 
Jr. Hi. Bossier City, Louisiana, wanting 
more and more help where help needed. 

This small contribution great 
that enlightening men, women 
and children capable understanding both 
spoken and written words. 

Nicky Hayes 
Bossier City, La. 


Nicky Hayes, and his mother Mrs. Frank 
Chapel, became interested THE STAR 
through Mom Miller Shreveport. Nicky’s 
contribution sponsored five more subscrip- 
tions for branch libraries the Shreveport 
area. will now have libraries, city, 
branch, school and church the Shreveport 
area our mailing list.—Ed. 


VISITORS IMPRESSED 


Last May visited Carville and found 
enlightening and certainly worth- 


(cont’d next page, col. 
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while experience. 


Carville unusual and presents setting 
quiet retreat situated beautiful 
surrounding sprawling trees, and 
abundance blooming flowers and along 
the bank the Mississippi. many peo- 
ple never take minute learn about 
something which they are not personally 
with and hence they about 
mis-informed and complacent. 

The guide gave each the group 
copy the bi-monthly magazine, which 
have shown several people they too 
have learned something Carville and its 
great progress. 

Mrs. Rachel Means 
San Antonio, Texas 


RIGHT START 


Since daughter has decided enter 
the field medicine, she felt that your 
publication would have articles interest 
and inspiration assist her her studies. 
She looking forward receiving her 
first issue your publication. 


Jr. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Your magazine doing splendid job 
conveying the right thoughts those 
who not know the truths. 


Mrs. Charles Gunn 
Past National Pres. 


American Legion Aux. 
Portland, Ore. 


have always found THE STAR most 
‘nteresting and creditable Magazine. 
admire your fight for Hansen’s disease. 


Last year gave lectures 
tures Medicine” and continue publi- 
your fight. 


Harvey Merker, Sc.D., Eng. 
Detroit, Mich. 


Before his retirement, Dr. Merker was 


Director Scientific Relations Parke- 
Davis and Co., Detroit.—Ed. 


Several years ago when was head 
the Sociology Department Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute, used take stu- 
dents visit some the important pri- 
vate, State and Federal Institutions our 
State. Carville was among them. These 
events were important their 
cause the programs carried these 
institutions became very real them. For 
example, the misunderstanding which they 
had about Hansen’s disease and Carville 
and her patients tried clear up. You 
folks, your administration and THE STAR 
helped job for which shall ever 
grateful. 


June 1959 retired from SLI. was of- 
fered and accepted the position Execu- 
tive Director the Louisiana Tuberculosis 
Association. Mrs. McCormick mem- 
ber our field staff. know you folks 
are very fond her and are we. 


The Louisiana Tuberculosis Association 
expresses its appreciation for your sending 
THE STAR. 

R.H.. Bolyard 

Executive Director 
Louisiana Tuberculosis Assn. 
New Orleans, La. 


SUBSCRIBERS ATTENTION 

When writing about change 
address, sending your subscrip- 
tion, kindly address your envelope to: 

THE STAR 
Pt. Clair Br. P.O. Box 325 
Carville, Louisiana 
Checks money orders for subscrip- 


tions should made payable THE 
STAR. 


ENGLAND 


sent farewell message the readers 
“Questionmark”, (Carville’s weekly intra- 
mural publication), and wish now write 
you and express personal gratitude 
for your wonderful friendship person- 
ally, and through you, wish thank the 
members the STAR who, along with all 
the patients Carville, have been most 
inspiring influence during stay 
Carville. Your broadmindedness, your readi- 
ness discuss matters, and your fairness 
the treatment subjects which had 
somewhat different approach was 
source great encouragement. shall con- 
tinue keep touch with you and look 
forward the time, which hope will not 
too distant, when shall able visit 
Carville again. was intensely thrilling 
experience and the patients and others 
have learnt half much from 
have learnt from them, visit was emi- 
nently worth while. 


best wishes with you your great 
educative task spreading the truth and 
light about that disease which call 
and which you call Hansen’s disease. You 
and and all the patients, are this cam- 

agn the hilt and are 
seek greater understanding that the 
day when this disease shall longer 
cause fear the minds men and 
women will hastened. Then, and then 
alone, will able organise methods 
whith will, the end, see leprosy banished 
from the world for ever. You and and all 
the patients Carville, and many through- 
out the world have dedicated their lives, and 
may the good Lord bless you your wit- 
ness and endeavours. 

“Dr. Bob” 
(Dr. Cochrane) 
London, England 


COSTA RICA 


have been receiving the review STAR 
for years. have greatly appreciated your 
kindness sending me. 
really get lot out reading since 
each page has something interesting and 
seeing all the pictures makes remember 
the wonderful days that spent there 
1955. 
hope, that you will not get tired 
sending the review and want take 
this opportunity wish you and all the 
patients the hospital, venturesome New 
Year. 
Dr. Elfren Solano 
Miinistry Public Health 
Republic Costa Rica 
San Jose, Costa Rica 


INDIA 


agree most heartily that the disease 
described “leprosy” the Old Testa- 
ment NOT Hansen’s disease. Anyone who 
has seen much Hansen’s disease would agree 
with that. But has anyone been able offer 
any suggestion what disease Biblical 
Leprosy actually was? This would 
interesting field for the 
and the dermatologist and medical histori- 
and pity that all three are not 
found one person! 

Many thanks for sending THE STAR, 
always has something real interest it. 

Dr. J.W. McMillan 


Sankeshvar 
Belgaum Dist., India 


IRELAND 


You may interested know that Mira- 
cle Carville being serialised one 
our Sunday papers. 

enjoy THE STAR very much and wish 
you every success. 

Miss Angela Ryan 
North Strand 
Dublin, 


RUSSIA 


possibility subscribe the journal “THE 
STAR” for personal use. 

Loginov 

Vice Director the Scientific 
Research 

Institute for the Study Leprosy 
Astrakhan, USSR 


are sending Dr. Loginov THE STAR 
with our compliments. the second So- 
viet scientist evidence interest our 
publication. Dr. Torsuev, Rostov 
Don, has been receiving THE STAR for 
quite long time, and sends SOVIET 
MEDICINE and other Russian journals, 
some with English summaries and some 
the papers these journals deal with Han- 
sen’s disease. pass all such publications 
the medical library here, and Dr. John- 


wick has had several the articles trans- 
lated.—Ed. 


B=LGIUM 


For four years now here 
pastor vicar every parish has 
plain one Sunday the year, every 
Mass, the subject the Hansen sickness 
and they have point out the truth about 
this sickness and that the biggest 
cases not contagious and also 
priests must insist that the 
don’t say any more “leprosy” but “Hansen 
sickness” something alike. you se, 
the initiative THE STAR took bearing 
fruit. Let hope that the Raoul Fol- 
lereau (Paris) may succeed over all the 
world make the people know and believe 
the real truth about this misunderstood 
sickness. 

Because serious illness, long- 
curator the Damien Memorial (Ninde 
Tremelo), but the work 
promised you, bring people here 
“the light truth disease” 
and try away with the name “leprosy”, 
because that name leaves only bad impres- 
sions. Certainly not contact many 
thousands people did before, but 
still what can and little little 
new environment will learn all about Han- 
sen’s disease. 

R.P. Walter Mutsaants, 
Chaplain 
Rupelmonde, Belgium 


are grateful Father Mustaants for 
the magnificent cooperation gave dur- 
ing his years curator the Damien Me- 
morial, and for his continued interest. 
used THE STAR source up-to-date 
information which conveyed the thou- 
sands people annually visiting the Da- 
mien Memorial.—Ed. 


SOUTH AMERICA 


enjoy reading THE STAR. are 
working colony 200 miles from Cocha- 
bamba and get helpful information from it. 

Edgar Miller 
Cochabamba 
Bolivia, South America 


January- February 1961 
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Hansen’s disease was not known 
Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance Zaraath. The unfortu- 
nate notion that zaraath Hansen’s 
disease has semantic basis only, the 
word leprosy has been used for many 
different diseases the course time. 
Even superficial reading the thir- 
teenth chapter Leviticus sufficient 
convince any physician that six 
seven conditions which are defined un- 
der the Hebrew word zaraath had noth- 
ing common with what called 
leprosy today. 


These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scien- 


MacArthur and Tas). Reprints are 
available from THE STAR. 


International medical experts agree 
that any scheme for the control “lep- 
will depend for its success 
educated public opinion. 


not apparent that the disease 
call leprosy anywhere specifically re- 
ferred the Bible. tragic that 
words lepra and leprosy should ever 
have been attached the disease 
now know those names, for with the 
names have gone all the Biblical mis- 
conceptions contagiousness and fear 
that harass victims the disease 


Harry Arnold, Jr., M.D., Charles 
Thomas, publisher.) 


Since Biblical associations with the 
disease are major factor the lepra- 
phobia today, change terminolo- 
would contribute saner public 
viewpoint. immediate step ac- 
complishing the disassociation would 
discontinue medical application 
the Old Testament name 
and identify the Hansen infection 
accurate and descriptive 
name, name which would enable the 
general public better understand the 
nature the disease and the medical 


tific treatises (Drs. Cochrane, Lendrum, today. (Modern Concepts Leprosy 


which have been made 
treating it. 


medical world considers Hansen’s disease “mildiy 
but susceptibility much greater 
auu young children, and decreases with age. also proba- 
bie many the susceptibility familial, but 
uot hereditary disease. Hansen’s disease rarely 
the marital relationship. continental United States, 
endemic toci are limited certain areas Louisiana, Texas 
and Florida; California considered “slightly Out- 
side these States, Hansen’s disease rarely communi- 
cated contacts that from public health standpoint 
might considered practically non-communicable dis- 
Lhis statement supported Dr. G.W. McCoy and 
other medical men with long experience the field. 


based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick), furnish indub- 
itable proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable 
all communicable 


The hospital Carville was founded years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and take very sim- 
ple precautions, not comparable with those they would take 
dealing with diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable 
diseases. 


Despite the fact that among the many hospitals and settle- 
ments for Hansen’s disease scattered throughout the world, 
thousands well workers, religious and lay, have been 
daily association with ihe patients, the incidence infection 
very small. some these cases reasonable doubt 
whether not the individual acquired the infection 
the institution. This especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the country where the disease 
occurs frequently when the disease known have ex- 
isted the family. During its years existance, hundreds 
persons from neighboring communities have been em- 
ployed the Carville hospital plumbers, painters, 
teria help, clerical workers, laboratory technicians, orderlies, 
etc. With but one possible exception native endemic 
area Louisiana) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic States the 
Union, and one would expect more cases develop sheer 
coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhy- 
gienic conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 
worked daily intimate contact with patients for more than 
years without contracting the disease. 


disease not included the list reportable 
diseases New York (exclusive New York City) and 
Vermont, and patients those States are subjected 
sirictions. New York City, patients are permitted 
about their usual activities but may not food handlers, 
nor take care children and the sick. 

Eleven States (Alabama, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota and West have re- 
quirements except reporting. General regulations for control 
communicable diseases, however, may invoked. Massa- 
chusetts, Michigan and North Dakota specifically have “no: 
restrictions” regards isolation patients. 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ generally accepted the 
causative agent HD. appearance and size closely re- 
sembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the tubercle ba- 
single organisms impossible for the laboratory 
distinguish between the two germs, 

es @ @ 

The specific relationship Hansen’s bacillus the disease 
rests circumstantial evidence only, without the support 
direct experiment. Hundreds attempts have been made 
grow the bacillus artificial media but, unlike the 
not one has succeeded, and all attempted inoculations ani- 
mals have been unsuccessful the same extent. scientist 
more than 145 recorded cases has been able infect 
self other human volunteers attempted inoculation 
the germ. 

The mode transmission the Hansen bacillus from one 
human being another not known, and many patients 
the best their knowledge, report they had contact with 
the disease. (Dr. Doull and his associates Cebu, 
pines, did not obtain any history contact per cent 
cases. Other investigators have had the same experience 
other countries.) 

The mode transmission one the big problems yet 
solved Hansen’s disease. This and other unknowns 
are the subject intensive research. 

The sulfone drugs, introduced Carville 1941, continue 
the most effective chemotherapeutic weapons against 
Hansen’s disease. They are “the treatment choice” the 
world over, They are slow action, but they can arrest the 
disease, and many patients have regained their health through 
sulfone medication and returned their homes and jobs. 
With modern treatment the disease need not result dis- 
figurement crippling. (Early diagnosis and prompt treat- 
ment the heart the problem.) 


| 


Located the eastern shore 
the Mississippi Carville, 
La., the U.S. Public Health 
Service the Department 
Health, Education and Welfare 
operates Study Center and 
treatment and rehabilitation 
patients with Hansen’s disease. 
Financed entirely through funds 
appropriated Congress, (bud- 
get for fiscal year 1961, July 
1960-June 30, 1961, approxi- 
mately $2,180,000) Carville 
the only place the continen.al 
United States where 
with Hansen’s disease may 
assured admission, medical 
and full maintenance. 


1894 the State Louisi- 
ana opened home for its 
dents with “leprosy” the pre- 
sent site which was formerly 
the old “Camp 
The State institution operated 
tal. 


Ree 


1905 


1940 


Objectives 


1917 Congressional action 
charged the U.S. Public Health 
Service with responsibility for 
the care and treatment Han- 
sen’s disease patients from all 
parts the United States. Be- 
cause World War action 
this legislative measure was 
postponed for several years. 
Health Service officers was ap- 
pointed select suitable site 
the proposed hospital. Great 
difficulty was experienced 
this task. State cared 
cede territory the Govern- 
ment for that purpose. Finally, 
the matter was settled pur- 
chasing from the State Lou- 
isiana January 1921, the 
property occupied the Lou- 
Home. 

Carville’s staff, numbering 
about 250, consists commis- 
sioned officers the U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service and quali- 
fied employees certified the 
U.S. Civil Service Commission. 
The latter include the Daugh- 
ters Charity St. Vincent 
Paul who came Carville 
its early days State admini- 
stration. 


Outlined De. Johnwick, Medical Officer 


give medical and surgical care 


patients with Hansen’s disease, com- 
monly known leprosy, and re- 
cord, evaluate and report such ex- 
periences order improve the 
management cases. 


collect and analyze epidemiologic 


information all admitted cases 
order that more effective public 
health measures may taken 
control Hansen’s disease the Unit- 
States and elsewhere, and main- 
tain liaison with States and 
torial Health Departments and Bu- 
reaus and Divisions the Federal 
Government concerned with the con- 
trol Hansen’s disease. 


conduct research Hansen’s dis- 


ease and its control and cooperate 
with government and private agen- 
cies conducting studies that promise 
yield information which will help 
control Hansen’s disease. 


disseminate objective information 


Hansen’s disease, and its public 
aspects and control measures 
groups order balance extreme 
opinions concerning 
ease and help put effect the 
measures needed bring the dis- 
ease under control. 


institute and maintain active 
rehabilitation program, using all ex- 
isting resources and exploring, de- 
veloping and acquiring new resources 
motivate and prepare the patient 
for return his own community 
outside Carville acceptable 
and contributing member society. 


leadership thrust upon 
pital combination the facts 
that the United States has achieved 
world leadership and 
that this the only leprosarium 
the continental United 


